‘Contempt threat silences 
Brower...AGAIN 


| Appeal Update - WA4NST & N4XLF Tower 


1/15/93 Judge Charles E. Smith, 
19th Judicial Circuit Court in and for In- 
dian River County, Florida rules that 
“amateur radio transmissions are noxious 
and offensive” and the tower and antenna 
are “an eyesore constituting a nuisance 

_and annoyance to the neighborhood”, 
thus violating deed restrictions He fur- 
ther said the tower was a building which 
exceeded the two story limit in the deed 
restrictions and the tower must be re- 
moved. He further enjoined us from 
ANY amateur radio transmissions from 
our property. The judge’s ruling broadly 
interpreted the deed restrictions to pro- 
hibit amateur radio. 

2/93 appeal was filed and tower was 
allowed to remain pending the outcome 
of the appeal. Injunction against trans- 
mitting was upheld during appeal pro- 
cess. 

A panel of 3 judges from the 4th 

district Court of Appeals for Florida - 

Klein, Gunter, & Stevenson - signed an 


order 11/18/94 -ONE YEAR AND 307 | 


DAYS LATER. — 

Decision was (1) the tower was a 
nuisance and an annoyance and must be 
removed (2) they did not address the is- 
sue of definition of a building since they 
only needed to find one restriction that 
violated the deed restrictions ( 3 ) Judge 
Smith’s order to prohibit all transmissions 
was too broad and remanded the case back 
to Smith to “write directions to... modify 


WE GOT A CLEAR CASE 
OF UNLAWFUL ENTRY 
BY BROWER AGAIN! 


the injunction so as to limit it to those 


transmissions that interfere with the 
plaintiffs use of their electronic devices “ 
Again the court is allow- 


ing a local judge to usurp Federal law and 


they ignored the issue of Federal Preemp- 
tion re RFI which is solely an FCC juris- 


THE SOUTHEAST 


uh 


diction. The 4th Dist. court refused to 
certify the issue as one of great public 
importance - thus barring us from tak- 
ing the case to the Florida Supreme 
Court. 

N4XLF was calling a friend on 
schedule at 5:30 PM Sunday evening. 
The next door neighbor called the Sher- 
iff (A member of the Emergency Re- 


‘sponse Team was sent) who knocked on’ 


the door and accused us of violating a 
court order by transmitting and “inter- 
fering with the use of neighbors electronic 
devices.” We were able to avoid arrest 
by showing the court order and convinc- 
ing the officer that we believed it was up 
to the judge to decide the issue. Their 
attorney has since stated that if we do not 
“cease and desist from interfering with 
the neighbor’s electronic devices” he 
will file a motion for contempt of 
court!!! 

Our only alternative at present is 
to sue in Federal court which is costly 
(Maybe $20,000).. We have written to all 
members of the ARRL Executive Board 
asking the League to.pursue the issue into 
Federal court 

WHAT YOU CAN 0O!! - Your- 
self and every fellow HAM you know - 
fax, phone, e-mail, send a QSL card, 
write a letter (Good luck on anyone but a 
secretary if you phone) & put a comment 
on packet BBS’ urging others to do so 
to: 


Continued on page 27 
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Gerry Wentz, KC4EHT Editor 


Andy Clark, W4IYT, Editor Emeritus 


Bet he doesn't 
even know CW! 


Senior Editor 
Dr. W. R. Staples, W4SME 


Contributing Editors 
Dr. W. R. Staples, W4SME SSB Nets 
5310 Fleet Landing Blvd. 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233 


Ed Roller, K41A CW Nets 
Box 894, Punta Gorda, FL 33951 


Bill Britton, KB4VOL Data 
8703 S.E. Jardin St 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


Eli Nannis, K4AJMH QCWA 
14996 Imperial Pt. Dr. 
N. Largo, FL 34644 


Bob McDow, W4KOG OOTC & Knights 
436 Gull Ct. 
N. Palm Beach, FL 33408-5114 


Lorraine S. Matthew, AAA9PR Army MARS 
P.O. Box 1439 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459-1439 


Matt Matthew, KC4RKJ Florida Panhandle 
P.O. Box 1439 
Santa Rosa Beach, FL 32459-1439 


Steve Iezzi, KD4GKE Computers 
3530 Serenity Dr. 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


Joe Bumham, WD4KAV Digital Modes 
321 Holly Ave. 
Port St. Lucie, FL 34952 


Gerry Wentz Publisher 


The entire contents of FLORIDA SKIP Maga- 
zine are copyrighted by Florida Skip, Inc. Items and 
stories in this magazine may be quoted in other pub- 
lications with appropriate credit lines and dates. 


Florida Skip wishes all of you a 
lHlappy and Prosperous 


New Tear 


y - ? 


The Publisher of this magazine does not assume 
the responsibility of statements made by advertis- 
ers. All signed and attributed articles published in 
the magazine represent the opinions of the writer 
and/or the source and not those of FLORIDA SKIP. 


Images copyright, New Vision Technologies Inc. 


DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS. The 10th 
of the month previous to date of publication at: 
1280 Sarno Road, Suite 224 


SKIP ON TAPE FOR 


Melbourne FL 32935 PLEASE NOTIFY © VISUALLY IMPAIRED 
The FLORIDA SKIP is published monthly. One- The FLORIDA SKIP FLORIDA SKIP is put on tape 
year subscription is $10. Printed in U.S.A. iF YOU ARE every month for the benefit oe: the 
; blind or visually impaired. These 
POSTMASTER: Pl d address changes t | ! 
FLORIDA SKIP, 1280 Samo Road, Suite 224, CHANGING YOUR tapes are available if requested and 
Melbourne, FL 32935 ADDRESS postage is paid both ways. If you are 


interested in this valuable service, 
contact Ms. Desaree Stewart, Library 
for the Blind, 420 Platt Street, 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114. Phone 1- 
800-226-6075. 


Your undelivered 
magazines are very 
costly. 
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THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL -: 


ALL OF US WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL 


OF YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES Cansons (peelings 
AND A TH AIPICY INIEWW WEAR. 


MIKE’S ELECTRONICS 


1001 NW 52 STREET 


FT LAUDERDALE, Fl 33309 
(305)491-7110 Voice 
(305)491-7OIl Fax 
- (800)427-3066 WATS 


Florida Skip/3 


FLORIDA PHONE NETS Doc Staples (W4SME), Editor 


Looking for SSB Edltor 

Because of the debilitating illness 
of “Doc” Staples, Editor of SSB Nets 
(Florida Phone Nets), Doc is no longer 
able to continue his monthly column. Doc 
called me the first week of December and 
said that he can not sit up for extended 
periods and because of the nature of his 
treatments, is much to weak to give it his 
usual 200%. 


Knowing Doc's fighting spirit, 
I know that it was with great re- 
luctance that he asked that I re- 
move him as Editor of the Florida 
Phone Nets column. 


At this writing, Florida Skip is ne- 
gotiating with someone to assume the 
position as Editor, SSB Nets but we have 
been unable to finalize the arrangement 
due to the press of the holidays and the 
complexities of contract negotiations (I 
want a salary cap and he wants an au- 
thentic Florida Skip cap). Hee hee. 


Until I find a replacement, I sug-— 


gest the net managers file their monthly 
reports with me (Gerry) at the Florida 
Skip address and I will try to keep up with 
it as best I can. If you have any questions 
or would like to talk to me about it, call 
me at 1-800-421-3279. //ger 


From Bob, KC4ZHF, SEFTN 
Asst. Net Manager: The Southeast 
Florida Traffic Net did quite well during 
the month of November with 1255 sta- 
tions, 520 pieces of formal message traf- 
fic passed during 1726 minutes of Net 
time with consecutive sessions. 

Lots of new hams checking into the 
Net and quite a few potential Traffic Han- 
dlers are making a habit of checking in 
nightly. Welcome aboard. Listen, Se 
questions and learn. 

Our Tuesday night “Traffic Tips” 
have become a great success with infor- 
mative presentations hosted by KD4GR 
and presentations by WB4PAM, 
WA4PFK, WA9VND and occasionally 
others. Terrific job gang. 

Our 1000th station this month was 
W4DWN and NCS was your truly, 
KC4ZHF on Thanksgiving day. Congrats 
Walt. This is the 85th consecutive month 
SEFTN has had over 1000 stations check- 
ing into the Net. 


4/Florida Skip 


By the time this is read, our latest 
semi-annual picnic will be history. Will 
report on that next issue. 

While the last two issues have ne- 
glected the Honor Roll due to technical 
difficulties, those with 100% participa- 
tion during the month of September were: 
W4/PZIBK, KD4GR, KD4HGU, 
KD4HKS, KD4JMV, KD4LQG, 
KD4NPC, W4NSY, N4TYN, and 
KC4ZHF. During the month of October: 
KD4HGU, KD4HKS, KD4JMV, 
KD4LQG, N4RBX, KA2YZM, KC4ZHF 
and KC4ZHN. To bring us to current sta- 
tus, those making the Honor Roll during 
November were: W4/PZ1BK, KD4LQG, 
KD4GR, KD4NPC, KD4HGU, N4RBX, 
KD4HKS, KA2YZM, KC4ZHF, 
KC4ZHN, and KD4JMV. Certificates of 
recognition will be awarded at the pic- 
nic. 

SEFTN meets daily at 2300z on 
146.19/79 Mhz. If you are in the tri- 
county area (Broward, Dade & Palm 
Beach Counties) join us. 73/88 de Bob - 
KC4ZHF, Asst. Net Mgr. 

From Earl, K4FQU, SWFTN Net 
Manager: The year is almost over with. 
Here is December and I be most of you 
have not done your Christmas shopping 
yet. I can give you a couple of hints for 
the tree like a 940 or something of that 
nature. But I can give you a couple that 
you can use for new year’s pledges which 
are free and can be kept without much 
work involved. Of course you who read 
this are not the ones that need the help. 
But you could try to pass them on to oth- 
ers who are sit-backers and see if you can 
stir up a body or two. 

1) We need more liaison Stations, 

2) We need more people involved 
in handling traffic either by sending it or 
receiving it, 

3) We need more people checking 
into the net on a regular basis. 

If everyone tried to do one of these 
items this year, it will be a great improve- 
ment over last (this) year. 

We had a good month in Novem- 
ber as you can see from the chart. Traffic 
is way up thanks to Thanksgiving and 
will be up this month due to Christmas. 
Don’t forget your friends and relatives up 
north, cheer them up with a Ham Radio 
Christmas Greeting. 

My thanks to all who pitched in and 


helped out during my stay in the hospi- 
tal. It is greatly appreciated. Thanks for 
the cards also, and of course, the visitors 
and the many phone calls. It is very com- 
forting to know one has so many friends. 
Again, thank you all. 73/88 Merry Christ- 
mas all, Earl, K4FQU 

From Larry, KE4ESV FAST Net 
Manager: November was a nice month 
for the FAST Net and its members as band 
conditions for the most part were kind to 
us, interference was at least manageable. 
The rookie manager survived yet another 
month of scratching his head in wonder- 
ment at how well the net works despite 
the difficulties with which it is presented. 
Tropical Storm/Hurricane Gordon ap-. 
peared to enjoy the Florida area as much 
as the tourists and residents as he circled, 
traversed, departed and then quietly re- 
turned after an early visit that brought 
heavy rain and high winds. 

Several members of the FAST Net 
attended and were participants in the 
Tampa Hamfest. Apparently several ex- 
cellent forums were conducted and the 
results were shared with those of us un- 
able to attend. Woody, K4SCL noted that 
perhaps the 160 meter band should be 
considered by the FAST Net as an alter- 
native for passing traffic when conditions 
on 75/80 are prohibitive. Several mem- 
bers of the Net reacted positively to the 
suggestion. Please give this excellent idea 
further consideration and discuss it with 
other net members. The FAST Net roster 
for November was 51 individual stations 
who checked in 691 times to pass 201 
pieces of traffic during 60 sessions last- 
ing 616 minutes. 

The FAST net meets twice daily at 
6 PM and 10:30PM local time on 3940 
kHz. All are welcome. Until next time, 
73 and CUL from KE4ESV, Larry, 
Hollywood, FL 


FLORIDA CW NETS 3 Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


QFN Reported by Chet, AB4XK: 
Wow! Traffic sure took a jump for No- 
vember as the count more than doubled 
from last month. Dick Hill, WA4PFK is 
still holding first place with 57 checkins 
followed closely by Mort, WX4H with 56 
and OB, WC4D with 55. Many thanks to 
the following operators for their gener- 
ous donations to the QFN Letter: Miss 
Phil, KA4FZI; Woody, K4SCL; George, 
K4Jl; Eric, AB4EA and Cid, W3QQ. 

Our people have responded well 
when traffic got heavy, consequently the 
net is doing a good job. We have some 
returning stations on the roster and we 
welcome back Cid, W3QQ and Eric, 
AB4EA. Several stations are being heard 
more frequently, the latest being Alan, 
WB9JTK in Charlotte Harbor. He has 
traffic experience. I hope everyone has a 
good Christmas and a happy and healthy 
New Year. 73, Chet. 

QFNS Reported by Laura, 
WA9OVND: Statistics for November QNI 
272, QTC 110, QND 697. QFNS is still 
holding its place in the CW society. Our 
visitors this month were W8VIF Bob in 
Tamarac, N4JCQ, Alan in NC; N5PIP, 
Sterling in Fort Lauderdale; KD4GFY, 
Dean in Port Orange and WA4TAQ, Tom 
in Palm Bay - and Yes - we hit the jack- 
pot with AB4XK, Chet, manager of QFN! 
All of you were most welcome..Come of- 
ten. 


Who said CW is 
dead? 
~CQ CQ CQ all hams.... 


It is very much alive and well on 
QFNS. Remember where all the begin- 
ners got their expertise? DE WA9VND, 
Laura, inviting all hams: to check-in 
(QND) to the QFNS slow speed CW traf- 
fic training net. With all the “no-code” 
licensing going on now, we are in need 
of sparking a fire for this net. If you are 
an old pro, come in and exercise your 
writs and say hello. Dust off the key. If 
you are a beginner or just curious, come 
in like this: DE (YOUR CALL) QRU AR. 
‘The QRU means “no traffic’. List in and 


When you come you will hear no- 
tables like AA4HT, AA4BN, WA4PFK, 
KA4FZI, N4TWO, WC4D who are regu- 
lars and the true backbone of QFNS as 
they kept it alive for many years with their 
diligence. QFNS would have faded years 
ago had it not been for their steady sup- 
port, and I hope I am helping a little bit 
too. How about all of you out there get- 
ting to be part of QFNS history and check 
in? It’s easy. We have lots of room on the 
roster for your call. I have put out lots of 
advertisements on the net lately - you read 
it and come do it. Every night at 8:00 
PM on 3715 kHz. Try us. 88, Laura. 

Gator Net reported by Dan, 
W4DL: Despite poor operating condi- 
tions Mae and Al are happiest over new 
colon biopsy being negative. Dan, W4DL 
has a new vertical antenna and is now 
trying to find a place to put it. With the 
aid of Rip, AA4HT, Andy, S4IYT and 
Mae, W3CUL the net had its best traffic 
total in November. 

George, K4JI pitched in to aid 
W4DL with deliveries but was interrupted 
by some drilling by his dentist. Andy, 
WAIYT just finished video number 7 on 
amateur radio and starting number 8 next 
week, These tapes are available for loan. 
Chris, N4EKC lost some antennas dur- 
ing the hurricane but getting ready for 
another trip. Charlie, WA4EYU says re- 
peat last month’s news that his lifestyle 


hasn’t changed from jogging and the 
YMCA....but no new ribbons or cups. 73, 
Dan. 

FMSN Reported by Russ, 
KC4ZHN: We were sorry that John 
KC4FL lost his antenna in the storm how- 
ever, he is back on again as strong as ever. 
Look for Art, KO4DR to try his hand at 
NCS beginning January 6th. Many thanks 
Art. We are always in need of volunteers 
to act as QFN and TPTN reps. If you 
would like to try this liaison work, we 
could certainly use your help, Thanks to 
AA4FG, WC4D, WX4H, WA9VND, and 
KO4DR for your attendance and assis- 
tance - and of course to all of our net con- 
trol and net rep volunteers. Welcome to 
the following new checkins: AA4CH, 
W4WIJK, AA4VZ from NC and WD4IXF 
from KY. Also we heard from DK4GR 
and WD4HHH. If you would like to work 
with a great bunch of guys and gals, give 
us a call on 3651 kHz at 1730 Zulu. We 
hope everyone has a great holiday season 
and look forward to a busy New Year. 73, 
Russ. 

Note from Ed: Rip, AA4HT will 
again edit the CW Net news next month 
as I will’be away at the end of December 
in TG and V3 lands. It is encouraging to 
notice the new operators making such 
good progress in traffic handling. At the 
start, accuracy and form are more impor- 
tant than speed - that will come later. 73, 
Ed. 


soon the NCS will tell you TNX and come 
in often, 73 or 88 (Yes...we have YLs too). 
What do you have to lose? You will be 
helping the net. 

We have newly trained NCS sta- 
tions who need to hear new names and 
calls. Give it a try. We are friendly folks. 
We have experienced OPS like AA4HT, 
Rip; KA4FZI, Miss Phil; WC4D, OB; | 
WA4PFK, Dick; N4TWO, Don; AA4CH, 
Cef; WB4HRG, Mike; to name a few. 
They can relay any traffic you bring in 
and/or just say hi to you. Your choice. We 
would be glad to have you, any time, any 
way. Stop by and relive some of the old 
days (when you were just starting), or 
discover a new world out there. Every 
night at 8PM on 3715 kHz. 

-88, Laura, WA9VND, dit dit 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - Nov. 1994 
-by WA4PFK and WX4J 


Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 
Frequencies and Times 


Station 


W3CUL 
WxX4H 
W3VR 
KB6ECH 
WA4NDA 
WAIVND 
AA4HT 
K4SCL 
KB4WBY 


N4SS 


Station 


NR2F 


WA4PUP 


WV5Z 


AB4XK 


W4DL 
WA4PFK 
KE4DNO 
AD4DO 
K4ZK 


KC4ZHF 


Total 


TIME 
0655 
0730 (SAT) 
0730 (SUN) 
0745 
0800. (SAT) 


0800 (TUES) 
0800 


0830 


0900 (EXC SUN) 


0900 (SUN) 
1000 (WED) 
1145 

1330 (SUN) 
1500 (SUN) 
1630 

1700 

1730 

1800) 
1830/1930 
1900 

1900 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 

AIN ARRL Information Net 

Fla. Trader’s Net 

Waterway Net - 

SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 
Buckaroo Tfc Net 

SOUTHCARS 

GN Gator Net 

NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 

Swap Net 

Swap Net 

FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net 
FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n 
QCWA Ortr Cent. Wireless Ass’n 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 
TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed Tfc Net 
FAST/E South Fla. Tfc Net (Early 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 
Martin County Ragchew Net , 
OFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 
Manatee County ARES Net 
Pinellas County ARES Net 


FREQ 
3940 
3940 
3945 
7268 


. 3940 


7248 
7251 
3651/7061 
3950 


7275 | 

7251 

7247.5 

7236 +/-QRM 
14347 

3908 
3940/7243 
3651/7061 
3940 

3950 

3985, 
3651/7061 
28425 


Traffic Hounds - Nov. 1994 
-by Rip, AA4HT 


Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 
Titusville Mosquito Net 


Swap Net 
Candy’s Swap Net 
Net QNi Ava. QTC Avo. Ses. Mar. QTC/ONI 2000 QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net 
2030 (MON) Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 
QAV 973 16.2 862 144 60 ABAXK 0.89 2030 So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 


SWFIN 582 20.5 587 226 26 K4FQU 1.1 2030 (MON) ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 
2200 QFN/L All Fla. CW Tfc Net (L 
NFAN 1086 41.8 554 21.3 26 WAANDA 051 th FRePIE Sach Pa Pa et ec 
SEFIN: 1265 41.8 5% 17.8 30 KDAGR 0.49 PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 
GN 188 63 4385 145 30 W4DL 2.31 Bill Britton, KB4VOL j 


SVIN 626 21.6 347 12 29 _ KD4WDB 0.55 | 8703 S.E. Jardin St. 


Hobe Sound, FL 33455 


FMIN 624 20.8 319 10.6 30 WAANDA 0.51 By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 

NFPN 120040 2064 98 30 KQ4YD 0.25 

FMSN = 299 10 228 76 30 KC4ZHNO 0.76 | 

FAST 691 11.5 209 35 60 KE4EXV 03 New 144 MHz record 

FPTN 1330 44.3 193 64 30 WNAIIV 0.15 A new tropospheric ducting, continental distance record 

TPIN 718 239 191 64 30 WXM) = 027 has been reported on the 144 MHz amateur band. On Novem- 

QAIS = 272: «91 «110 37 30 WASVND 04 ber 5, Rene Shaw, WB4MUJE, of Big Pine Key, 

FPON 246 82 70 23 30 WB4GCK 0.28 Florida, and Serge Szpilfogel, VE1KG, of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 

ZULU 38570 259 54 25 22 AD4BL 0.09 worked over a 1687 mile path. 

PBCEN 190 38 44 88 5  WB20UK 0.23 The previous record was 1468 miles, set by KSWXZ and 
KI1RJH, and had stood since October, 1968. 

PRIN, © Bio be ohh of | NAZDD: 2 008 WB4MIE is crucially located for this work at the south- 

LCATNN 496 17.1 3 1.1 29 AC4MJ = 007 ern tip of the Florida Keys. 

SPARC 678 226 30 1 3 NA4ZMQ 0.04 This information comes from Al Ward, WB5LUA, who 

GARSN 148 74 14 07 20 KQ4YD 0.09 - maintains VHF and UHF North American distance record in- 

DEN 363 726 14 28 5 £#%N4LTT 0.04 formation for QST’s ‘World Above 50 MHz” column. Records 

BCEPN 166 415 4 1 4 WA2Dxa 0.02 on bands from 144 MHz to 678 THz are published in April 

SFAN 55 1831 03 3  KDAGR 0.02 Sa Cee eee et yee 

AIN Ae Se 0.3 3 _WAAPFK 0.02 Ed. Note. Rene is one of our Skippers. I was hangin' 

TOTAL 5163 AVG. 0.38 around with him at Miami Hamcation last year and never 


realized he would soon find fame and fortune! //ger 
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North Florida BBS Totals - Nov. 1994 
-by Dave Sutherland, N4GMU 


AA4RU 
K4GBB 
K40ZS 
KB4T 
KE4COV 
N4GMU 
N4GXX 


N4JTS 


NO0ZO 
WB4NOD 
WNA4IIV 
WIFIJI 
WX4J 
W4WEB 
N4ZKF 
KK4CQ 
KB9GQT 


nnn (CW 


Vanity call fails in Senate 


The FCC authorization act that would have converted an 
annual regulatory fee for Amateur Radio so-called “’vanity call 
signs” to a one-time application fee failed to pass in the last 
session of Congress. The bill, HR 4522, passed the House but 
failed in the Senate, despite a concerted last-ditch effort by 
ARRL to have the bill considered during the lame duck session 
December 1. ‘’Broadcasting and Cable” magazine attrib- 
uted the bill’s defeat to opposition (to unrelated provisions) 
by the National Association of Broadcasters. The FCC now 
is expected to introduce a vanity call sign program with a 70 
dollar(s) fee, renewable every 10 years. More information on 
this and other Washington matters will appear in January 
Osa 

-ARRL 


South Florida BBS Totals - Nov. 1994 
-by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


BBS 
KOZXF 
KOZXF-2 


BUL 
6535 
6678 


TOTAL 
7016 
7570 
(TPAIFL) 
303 
7458 
5154 
4113 
4753 
5506 


K4TKU 
KB4GBS 
KB4GCZ 
KB40AM 
KB4UAH 
KB4VOL 
KC4HQS 
-KC4IBT 
KD4EMI 
KD4GR 
KD4MJV 
KD4MZM 
KD4VAA 
KD4WBI 
KD4WLE 
KD4ZPP 
KE2IX 
KE4BXF 
KF40J 
KI4ZJ 
KN4YT 
KP4EDL 
N4CNW 
N4HHP 
N4JOA 
N4XEO 
N4ZIQ 
W4DPH 
W4MWP 
W8DUV 
WA2DXQ 
WA2LKI 
WA4EAA 
WA4UPD 
WB2WPA 
-WB4MOZ 
'WB4TEM 
| WD4DLB 
| WD4NKZ 
| WD8IBY 


247 

6462 
4970 
3183 
4431 
3568 


2102 
4284 
3777 
4297 
4985 
983 


2330 
4608 
4332 
5991 
5273 
1081 


889 

3237 
4127 
2132 
5880 
5691 
4792 
7383 
6432 
5826 
3163 


1003 
3530 
* 6324 
2180 
6372 
6218 
5047 
8431 
6670 
10087 
3580 
4355 
9345 
12283 
4548 
9389 
1279 
9704 


4653 
4313 
4984 
6979 
5925 
7455 


NTS 


TOTAL: 2011 


What a nice Christmas present! Out of 43 bbs’s in 
South Florida, only four failed to report. That’s the best so far, 
but wouldn’t it be great to make it 100 percent? Our NTS total 
was also extremely high due, in part, to the holidays and also 
because many sysops are instructing their users to send formal 
NTS messages, rather than just personal ones. This is an ex- 
cellent showing, and let’s hope it continues. Remember, North 
Florida BBS’s should send their reports to N4GMU @ N4GMU. 
South Florida BBS’s to KB4VOL @ KB4VOL. Reports MUST 
be sent on the Ist covering bbs activity for the previous month. 
Please participate. Happy Holidays to all! 

73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Man- 
ager South Florida. 
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QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


. All our Florida 
SAN Chapters must be hay- 
sie SY ___ ing their monthly meet- 
ings. We are happy to 
have our northern members back with us. 
We had a fairly good summer, a few real 
hot days but much sunshine. A number 
of our chapters were meeting all summer 
long for informal meetings and they now 
have started up with regular meetings. If 
you don’t belong to a chapter, I suggest 
that you do join up for the comradeship 
and information from headquarters. It’s 
great to get together and swap stories 
about your accomplishments in ham ra- 
dio. Please send me your reports for Skip. 
- Pelican Chapter 
We had another picnic with the 
Gator chapter with 67 Pelicans, QCWA 
members and guests. The food was ex- 


ceptional and prizes were numerous and > 


the weather was good. Another picnic will 
be held next year. Our regular meetings 
are held at Stacy’s Buffet in St. Peters- 
burg. The December meeting will feature 
the awarding the “Phil Stern” Award and 
installation of 1995 officers as they were 
elected at the picnic. We were happy to 
see the Randles who have been sick but 
now healthy and back in Tampa, Florida. 
We have three new members, Ken 
Johnson, WA4TOP; James Morgan, 
KE4RDZ and Owen Staton, WA9NII. At 
our November meeting, Blanche Randles, 
W4GXZ discussed the QCWA Honor 
Awards. It was mentioned that Past Na- 
tional Treasurer, Art Monsees, W4BK of 
the Gator chapter and Art Milligan, 


PRB 1 victory 


PRB-1 helps win another one. An 
amateur in Lyme, CT, has won a federal 
court go-ahead to install a 78-foot tower 
after a battle of some three years. F. 
Parker Heinemann, W1YG, was denied 
a special exception permit by the town 
planning and zoning commission. He 
then filed a civil suit against the town. In 
late October, US District Judge Gerard 
L. Goettel said that the town had acted in 
good faith based on the information it had 
at the time of the application, in March 
1991, but order the tower approved be- 
cause, the judge said, ‘’] think federal law 
is on the side of ham radio operators in 
this case. 
-ARRL 


W8KW who lives in Sarasota and Jay 
Strom, K9BSL are recipients of the 
QCWA National Awards. Reported by Jay 
Strom, K9BSL. 
Gator Chapter 

At our December meeting, the at- 
tendance was 31 members and guests. 
The guests were Doc Appleton, K4RR 
from Hendersonville, NC and John 
Pawlowski, K1GSI from Brokton, Mass. 
The program was a slide presentation 
narrated by Ms. Elaine Penner from the 
Florida International Museum in St. Pe- 
tersburg. The museum will have on dis- 
play the treasures of the czars. She 
showed slides and described some of the 
priceless royal and state treasures that are 
on display. We were advised that Presi- 
dent Lew McCoy, W1iICP was recuperat- 
ing from a successful heart bypass opera- 
tion. Lew’s address is 1500 Idaho St., 
Silver City, NM 88061. We were advised 
that Mae Burke, W3CUL is not well but 
is on the mend and keeping up with her 
traffic schedules. birthdays in December 
are Al Burke, W3VR, Bill Hazell, 
W4TAD, Lyle Dusenbury, W8DIV, Janice 
Lentz, K4IJK and Blanche Randles, 
W4GXzZ. Red Spaulding, W4PUZ is ob- 
serving his 90th. It was voted to send 
$100.00 will be sent as our Christmas 
donation. Our new Treasurer Bill Carpen- 
ter, N4PED will receive dues at our next 
meeting or please send a check for $4.00 
made out to the Gator chapter QCWA to 
Bill at 1818 Martin St. SW, Largo, FL 
34644. Bart Bridge, W2ZYQ, Secretary. 


Silent Keys 
We regret to report the passing 
of the following Florida Amateur Ra- 
dio Operators. Please notify 
FLORIDA SKIP of any silent keys in 
your area. 


WB&4ZPU - Alice Stocky, St. 


Petersburg 


W4GPL - Rex Cottrell, Madiera 
Beach 


WB2DUQ - Betty L. Hobbs, 
Palm Bay 


K2YMQ - William S. Menner, 
Ocala 


FCC Accounting a 
mess! 


The FCC’s accounting records are 
an “inauditable” mess, says a report from 
the US inspector general, quoted in 
Broadcasting and Cable magazine. The 
November report found more than $40 
million in account discrepancies in fis- 
cal 1993. Incoming Senate Commerce 
Committee Chairman Senator Larry 
Pressler said that he would “like to re- 
duce the size the FCC,” the magazine 
said. 
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Items are courtesy of Rudi, DK7PE, Rob, ND3A, Jacques, 
W2/F2YS, Tedd, KB8NW, the OPDX Bulletin, the Yankee 
Clipper Contest Club PacketCluster network and the Contest 
Corral Column from the pages of QST magazine. Thanks. 

VIETNAM. Rolf, SM5MX, aka 4S7MX and 5Z4MX, 
is active from Hanoi signing XV7SW. Listen for his fixed fre- 
quency CW on 3505, 7033, 14016, 14021, 21019 and 28016 
kHz. QSL via Rolf T. Salme, Embassy of Sweden, Box 9, Hanoi, 
Vietnam. Rolf is making plans to be active in the CQWW CW 
Contest on 3505 kHz. 

NEPAL. Willi, OE7KWT, is signing 9N1WT using the 
station of 9NIKY. He uses 21270 and 14270 kHz around 0800z 
but has been on the 14226 DX net around 1145z. QSL via 
OE7KWT. 

SAUDI ARABIA. Ops Terry, N4KT, Bengt, SMOCCE, 
and Thomas, SMOCXU, will operate HZ1AB in the CQWW 
CW Contest. 

TUNISIA. JH2CFD, JF2EZA, JR2RVL and JL2OY1 are 
instructing Tunisians on amateur radio operations and plan to 
set up a club station. Equipment will include a monobander on 
15 meters, a tribander, dipoles for the low bands and barefoot 
transceiver. The club call sign is 3V8BB. Try 14025 and 14195 
kHz around 0700z. QSL via JF2EZA. 

JERSEY. Rich, K2WR, will be active from the Channel 
Islands for the CQWW CW Contest. Listen for GJ/K2WR or 
GJ0/K2WR on 160, 80 and 40 meters. QSL via K2WR. Cards 
for his May 1994 40 meter WPX jaunt as GH3DVC should go 
via GJ3DVC. 

DOMINICA. Former W1AW DX Bulletin author Paul, 
KI1XM, is heading up a Multi/Multi operation for the CQWW 
CW Contest. The operator list includes Charlotte, KQIF, John, 
K4BAT, Walt, AC10, Bill, G4WJS, and Bruce, G4WVX. Lis- 
ten for the call J77J. 

KERMADEC ISLAND. Barry, G4MFW, aka ZSIFJ, 
has obtained a license and plans to operate for two weeks start- 
ing sometime in March. Arrangements for a stateside QSL Man- 
ager are being made. 

GOLIST NEWS. Jay and Jan O’Brien of the *’The 
W6GO/K6HHD QSL Manager List”’ have decided to retire af- 
ter many years of dedicated service to DXers. Paul and Nancy 
Smith, N4FFO and KB4RGW, will be taking over the QSL 
Manager List, aka The GOLIST, so the SHOW/QSL and 
SHOW/GO functions on PacketCluster will remain intact. 

PIRATE’S COVE. Rudi, DK7PE, phoned the DXCC 
Desk on November 22. claiming that stations STOCW and 
SU2CW that were on the air November 11 and 12 were pirates. 
They gave DK7PE as their QSL manager. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES. The PTT has approved 
three more licensees, all graduates of a recent training session 
at Dubai Men’s Technical College. Listen for newcomers 
A61AH, A61AI and A61AN. 
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ANTARCTICA. Eddie, VK4EET, is operating as 
VIOANT and is expected to be stationed there through March. 
Listen for him between 1130 to 1630z, primarily on CW, though. 
he does operate some SSB. RTTY and AMTOR contacts are. 
available on request. Try 3502, 7005, 14005 and 21005 kHz 
for CW, and 3798, 7070, 14190 and 21295 kHz for SSB. QSL 
via VK4EET. Others are also active. Phil, VK4FPS, is on as 
VKOFPS with SSB and digital modes. QSL via VK3MA. 
Lances, VK7ERZ, is onas VKOERZ with casual SSB ragchews. 

MALDIVES ISLAND. Tom, DL7UTM, aka H44XO, 
3D2XO, T21XO and Y31XO, will be signing 8Q7XO between 
Christmas and year end. 

MALTA. Birgit, DL7VTZ, and Holgert, DL7VIM, who 
were 912M and 912Z earlier this year, are planning to operate 
from Malta for two weeks sometime in March 1995. 

TUNISIA. Club station 3V8BB continues to be active 
and has recently added 160 meter capability. QSL via JF2EZA. 
No documentation for this operation has been received by the 
DXCC Desk. 

KUWAIT. 9K2MU, with pile up assistance by DJ9LJ, 
has been working 3792 kHz around 0100z. QSL via WA4JTK. 

MINAMI TORISHIMA. Ishi, JI7BCD, has been busy 
as JIT7BCD/JD1. Check 7010 kHz at 1030z and 2345z. JDIBIE 
has also been spotted on 40 meter CW. 

RWANDA. Alex, PA3DZN, who is active as 9X5EE on 
40 through 10 meters, plans to be up and running on both 160 
and 80 soon. 

ALAND ISLAND. Pete, NOAFW, will visit Finland from 
mid-December to mid-January. Plans are to operate for a few 
days as OHO/NOAFW near the-end of his stay. Pete prefers the 
lower bands and WARC bands. 

_ MARKET REEF. Transportation and weather permit- 
ting, Pete may be able to get on as OJO/NOAFW fora few days, 
probably between January 10 and 15. . 

SOUTH SHETLANDS. Henry, SP3FYM, should be on 
the air in mid December, probably with the call sign HFOPOL. 
His assignment should last through the end of 1995. Henry 
prefers RTTY and 160 meters. Rhombic antennas should pro- 
vide many 160 meter operators with South Shetlands. DJ8WL 
reports Henry made nearly 25,000 QSOs during his 1990/1991 
stay. SP2JYV may be active from King George base sometime 
in December. Listen for him on all bands with CW, SSB and 
RTTY. 

FALKLAND ISLANDS. Dave, VP8BKT, has been very 
active. Try 14184 kHz between 0000 and 0300z, 18153 kHz at 
1830z, and on 21290 kHz starting at about 1700z. VP8CMP 
has been on 21290 kHz between 1300 and 1500z. 

ANTARCTICA. Gavin, VP8GAYV, is now at Fossil Bluff, 
a British base. He has had a good signal on 14024 kHz after 
2300z. QSL via GMOLVI. Eddie, VIOANT, has been active on 
RTTY from one of the Australian bases. Try 14083 kHz be-_ 
tween the time slots of 0100 and 0200z, and 1300.and 1500z. 
If weather permits, Eddie will be sporting some sort of Yagi. 
QSL via VK4EET, Eddie DeYoung, 131 Plantain Road, Shailer 
Park Q 4128, Australia. 

PALESTINE. A very weak signal from a station sign- 
ing ZC6B was heard on 14243 kHz at 1430z, Sunday, Decem- 
ber 11. OE6EEG, who was on frequency maintaining the list, 
stated he would run the list operation for ZC6B every Saturday 
and Sunday. The DXCC Desk emphasizes that ZC6 was de- 


Continued on page 24 


_ ODDS AND ENDS... 

It’s December 10th as I write this, 
and things are hectic in the extreme. 
SO...this column will be a collection of 
“odds and ends”, my comments and ob- 
servations on “all things packet”. 

Packet Operating hints 

DON’T TYPE IN ALL CAPITAL 
LETTERS WHEN WRITING YOUR 
MESSAGE. THIS IS CONSIDERED 
“SHOUTING” AND IS BAD FORM. 
((It’s also harder to read.) 

If you find your TNC-2 clone (MFJ, 
KAM, KPC TNC to be “sluggish” in 
sending and acknowledging packets, 
DISABLE “PERSIST” and 
“SLOTTIME” by entering “PERSIST 
255 SLOTTIME 0” at the “CMD” 
prompt. (There is nothing wrong with 
these two parameters, and they will do a 
lot to IMPROVE packet “throughput” on 
a busy LAN *if* all stations agree to op- 
erate with the same parameters.) Since 
hams are individualists (with strong opin- 
ions) this seldom happens, and the poor 
soul who operates his TNC with the de- 
fault PERSIST and SLOTTIME settings 
as supplied by the TNC manufacturer, 
will find it very hard to operate when the 
frequency has more than one or two ad- 
ditional users. 

If you have these two parameters 
set up as indicated, and you are still hav- 
ing a problem receiving and sending 
packets (or find your TNC sending the 
same information over-and-over) try IN- 
CREASING “FRACK”, “DWAIT”, and 
“RESPTIME” slightly. It may be that 
your TNC is not waiting long enough for 
an acknowledgment to come back from 
the station you are communicating with, 
and all these settings affect how “polite” 
your TNC is (how long it “listens” before 
“speaking” again). 

If you’ve changed these parameters 
and STILL have problems GIVE UP! 
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(HA...just a little joke.) DON’T “give 
up’...try adjusting your receiver volume 
up or down SLIGHTLY. Try adjusting 
your squelch so that it JUST closes on a 
quiet frequency, and then return to your 
LAN frequency and give it another go) 

Kantronics TNC’s are put in KISS 
mode by typing “INTERFACE KISS” and 
then “RESET” from the command mode. 

MFJ and similar TNC’s are put in 
KISS mode by typing “KISS” and then 
“RESTART”. from the command mode. 

UNLESS YOU ARE RUNNING A 
VERSION OF “NOS” (we'll talk about 
that in a future column) you will PROB- 
ABLY HAVE TO OPEN YOUR TNC UP, 
AND REMOVE THE BATTERY 
JUMPER FOR ABOUT 10 SECONDS, 
to get your TNC out of KISS mode and 
back in NORMAL (CMD) mode again. 

Try and do any file transfers in “off 
peak” hours... after midnight (ha) or be- 
fore early evening hours, when most folks 
will be operating. 

General operating hints __ 

Position you monitor so that you do 
not see lights (or the light coming in from 
your hamshack window) reflected in it. 
GLARE like this will make you more 
prone to eye fatigue and headaches. If 
you can’t orient your system so that these 
things are eliminated, then spend a few 
dollars (less than:20) and invest in a “anti- 
glare” screen. Radio Shack used to sell 
them. You can also probably find these 
in places like Office Depot or your local 
computer store. . 

Try and place your keyboard so that 
it is between 24 and 26 inches off the 
floor. When you pound out your wisdom 
on the keys, try to keep your wrists fairly 
straight. Don’t type with your wrists bent 
in any one direction. Don’t rest the heel 
of your hand on the keyboard or the sur- 
face it sits on. 
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DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


If you follow these guidelines you 
will diminish your chance of getting Car- 
pal Tunnel Syndrome, which by the way, 
often starts out as a tingling or numbness 
in your fingers, or a ache in your wrist. 
If you experience these sensations, stop 
typing and take a break. If the problem 
returns, then it may be time to investi- 
gate some sort of wrist rest, or maybe even 
visit a specialist who can help eliminate 
the problem. 

Keep your feet flat on the floor, and 
try and sit straight in your chair. 

Following these tips will make your 
operating in ANY digital mode more en- 
joyable, and allow you to operate for a 
longer time, with less fatigue. 

If you have questions or comments 
on anything related to packet radio, Ill 
be glad to answer them, or find someone 
who can, and include his or her answer 
in a future issue of Florida Skip. 

Drop a note to Gerry, or write me 
directly via the mail (my address is on 
the inside front cover of the ‘Skip), and 
let me know what I can do to make this 
aspect of ham radio more interesting and 
enjoyable. 

Speaking of “addresses”, please 
note that I NO LONGER HAVE A 
INTERNET ADDRESS. Hopefully this 
will change at some time in the 
future...but DO NOT write me at the 
GEnie address you have seen in past is- 
sues. Your electronic scribbling will be 
returned to you by GEnie as being unde- 
liverable. 

We’ve covered a LOT of ground in 
the short time this column has been run- 
ning, and we’re going to go to a lot of 
different digital places in 1995. I hope 
you ll be along for the ride. 


73... Joe 
WD4KAV @ 
WD4KAV.#STU.FL.USA.NOAM 
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Bugs In my Computer 
Chip!!! Dol care? 

You know that the personal com- 
puter has become an integral part of our 
life when a bug in a processor chip makes 
front page news. This particular bug has 
even affected the stock market. Giant 
companies are standing at either end of 
their rows of lawyers pointing the finger 
blame and threatening grievous harm. Is 
this really anything new? No, not really. 
Electronic circuits of the complexity of 
the Pentium or any other fifth generation 
processor for that matter are so complex 
that it would take a lifetime to exercise 
all the possible combinations of the logic. 
Most chips have a bug list frequently 
known as the ERRATA SHEET. This list 
is updated each time’ a new revision or 
step of the chip is produced. Most chip 
manufacturers don’t acknowledge that 
they step their parts but as a designer, the 
documentation provided with the part 
tells you how you can read the step level 
from a storage location in the device. As 
designers, we need to know the revision 
level because we frequently have to write 
software to correct the problems. As the 
bugs are corrected, then we can ignore 
the special software that was installed to 
work around the problems. 

As a little history always clari- 
fies things, I remember back when the 
first 386 processor chips hit the floor. 
These devices would scream along at 16 
Megahertz and offered the first true 
memory management scheme in a per- 
sonal computer processor. The DOS op- 
erating system does not support memory 
management and therefore did not take 
advantage of this feature so most people 
bought the processor to make their DOS 
software run faster. But, the first 386 
processors had a bug in the memory man- 
ger which would cause it to crash the sys- 
tem. This bug was acknowledged but the 
manufacturer only replaced the chips if 
somebody complained. Since most people 
didn’t use the memory manager, most 
people didn’t ask for a replacement. 

The manufacturer was lucky 
with this bug because the Windows oper- 
ating system does use the memory man- 
ager and would crash miserably if one 
tried to run it on a flawed 386. If Win- 
dows was up and running as it is today, 
the original 386 would have never hit the 
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market. . 

So why has the Pentium bug 
caused so much grief? I think there are 
several reasons. First, this bug was 
known for several months but its effect 
and even its existence was kept under 
wrap. The manufacturer claims that most 
people who use the device will never see 
the bug in their lifetime and so why 
trouble them with bad news that really 
isn’t so bad after all. Second, the bug is 
in a mathematical divide routine that is 
part of the embedded microcode (the in- 
ternal program that processor uses to ex- 
ecute more complex instructions). Ap- 
parently, the problem occurs only with 
certain numbers and as such would make 
work-around code ridiculously complex. 
The alternative that software vendors are 
shipping today is to bypass the math pro- 
cessor all together and perform arithmetic 
with a floating point library. This does 
solve the problem but this means that a 
486 processor of comparable speed will 
run circles around the more expensive 
Pentium when performing math. In other 
words, if I were buying today, I would 
buy a 486DX3-100 over a Pentium. For 
normal every day use, the performance 
difference is not significant and if you are 
using math intensive software, the 486 
would run as much as an order of magni- 
tude faster. Third and most important, 


the chip in question can cost as much as ; 
$1000 and you can’t recall it and fix it 


like a car. A bad processor is like the 
ultimate lemon. The only way to fix it is 
throw it out and get another one. The 
cost of retrofitting all of these computers 
in the field is going to be huge, especially 
when you consider that most PC buyers 
today will not jack up the hood and do 
their own repair. 

The fact that a processor chip 
has a bug in it should not surprise any- 
one. Software products are routinely 
shipped with bugs all the time. Custom- 
ers use the software and then report back 
the problems that they encounter. Most 
software vendors maintain a Bulletin 
Board System and as they fix problems, 
they provide the new files on the BBS. 
The key here is cost.. The cost of repair 
to the customer is a long distance phone 
call to download a new version and the 
time it takes to copy the new code to your 
hard disk. Processor chips of the com- 


plexity of the Pentium are actually devel- 
oped with a high level language just like 
software. The different portions of the 
device are written and tested on a com- 
puter. Models of the chip are constructed 
and tested through several iterations be- 

fore any silicon is ever etched. The re- 

leased device is always a compromise 

between the engineers who are never done 

testing and the marketing and sales 

people who want something to sell NOW. 

The fact that there is bugs in the Pentium 

is no surprise to me. The fact that the 

manufacturer covered it up is also no sur- 

prise and the fact that the manufacturer 

claims it to be unimportant shouldn’t sur- 

prise anyone. 

What would I do? The first rec- 


‘ommendation I would offer is the same 


one my father offered me when I shopped 
for my first car. -Don’t buy a car the first 
model year out. Wait for the manufac- 
turer to get the bugs out. The Pentium 
offers no significant advantage over the 
faster 486 chips other than an improve- 
ment in speed and a small one at that. 
Save some money and grief and buy the 
proven workhorse. If you absolutely need 
the current state-of-the-art today, then 
consider your application. Ifyou use soft- 
ware that computes in floating point and 
the accuracy of the answer is crucial out 
to fifteen decimal places, then wait for 
the fix. If you round everything to the 
last two places, then the Pentium bug will 
not affect you. If you use engineering 
software that depends on convergence of . 
a set of equations with multiple unknowns 
such as electrical circuit analysis or ther- 
mal analysis, then forget the Pentium, 
your results will be worthless and your 
work will be unpredictable. 

The scariest part of this whole 
ordeal is our reaction collectively as a 
society to a computer bug. We depend 
on the computer to spit out answers reli- 
ably. We don’t even teach manual meth- 
ods of calculation in the school systems 
any more. But, as the devices which make 
up our computers get more complex and 
more important as the dollars involved 
get large, the computer that many of us 
trust even with our lives can make mis- 
takes and we will just have to accept it. 


Steve 


Automatic Packet Reporting System 


145.790 Mhz or 10.151.00 Mhz LSB 
_ -by Rich Garcia, N2CZF 


What is APRS ?? 


APRS is a program that will track any kind of object 
as long as you have a correct position in Latitude and Longi- 
tude or you can find it accurately on your computerized map. 
APRS can also be used to automatically update positions on 
your map if the station transmitting has a GPS (Global Posi- 
tioning System) receiver. 

APRS is currently being used to track various mem- 
bers of the Water Way Net and hopefully in the future members 
of the various RV traveler nets. Some other current uses are to 
follow the movements of hurricanes, tropical storms and de- 
pressions, high altitude balloon experiments, fox hunts, fixed 
stations, and of course mobile amateurs on either HF or VHF. 


What Equipment is Needed | 


The amount of equipment that you need varies with the 
level of participation that you want to take part in. A basic 
station comprises a PC and TAPR-2 compatible clone, or a 
variation of that (AEA, KAM also acceptable) with at least 3 
or so megs of HD space for APRS and it’s related files and 
logs. A basic mobile APRS configuration includes a GPS with 
NEMA output and a PacComm TNC with a GPS updated ROM 
which is now standard in most of their units. An advanced 
APRS mobile will have the GPS and TNC as previously men- 
tioned but will also have a PC so that a copy of APRS can be 
run in the mobile. This will give you the ability to see yourself 
on the map along with all the others, send and receive mes- 
sages, and also use any TNC-2 clone in the car, not just 
PacComm units. APRS automatic WX stations will need a PC 
running APRS, the ULTIMITER II WX station and the TNC-2 
clone. The PC must have a minimum of 2 serial ports since the 
WX station makes use of one port for data while the other is for 
the TNC. Finally the MOST BASIC APRS station does not 
need any special equipment just a little knowledge and patience. 
Any dumb terminal and TNC will do the trick, this includes all 
of the Baycom and Poor Man’s Packet units, but the true beauty 
of the program is not seen by the terminal user, just others that 
are running the full program. A dumb terminal user will need 
explicit instructions that are included in every version of APRS 


and also his or her lat/long for manual insertion into the BTEXT. 


line., this is quite adequate for most situations. During my move 
from NJ to FL this past February all I had to run APRS was a 
TS-850S/AT, a PK-900 and a Hustler resonator on 30M. Not 
owning a PC laptop I predetermined my position for every hour 
of my journey along I-95 and printed this out neatly one week 
before I left. When we left for FL my XYL N2RHU was riding 
shotgun with a old CP/M laptop that had a terminal program 
in ROM and took charge of changing the BTEXT as needed. 
With the list in hand every time we reached a waypoint that 
was on the list she entered the data exactly as it was shown on 
the sheet . Upon our arrival to Jupiter the whole trip was neatly 
printed out on my Father’s computer which was copying my 
trip thru one of the local GATEWAYS on 2M. All of the above 
setups will require an appropriate radio of course either on 
145.79 the National APRS frequency or a HF radio on 10.151 
Mhz LSB which is the National APRS Net. 


Who Should try APRS ? 


APRS should be tried by any amateur that is involved 
with any type of emergency communications (that is what Ama- 
teur Radio is all about), amateurs who travel extensively for 
business or pleasure be it on a RV, boat, aircraft, or in a car, or 
anyone who is looking to try something different to get out of 
the “BBS Blues”. APRS may not be for you but you will not 
know untill you try it, it does not cost anything so why not give 
it a shot. The applications are just endless, APRS can help you 
if you are active in DX Packet Clusters, direction finding, boat- 
ing, Skywarn, ARES, or RACES and every month the creative 
uses just keep growing. This is a major growing period for the 
APRS Application program and it’s author is quite receptive to 
suggestions and ideas, many of mine have been put into effect 
over this past year. 


How Do | Find Out More ? 


This is part of a three part article or possibly even more 
depending on your input. I suggest that you get a copy of the 
program and give it a try, if you have any questions please 
forward them to me and I will try to help you. If the question 
seems to be a common problem I will touch on the subject in 
the next part of the series so that others will understand better. 
Some of the large amateur magazines have had various pieces 
on this subject varying from pictures to full length articles, you 
can turn to these for more information. The most comprehen- 
sive article was in the December 1993 issue of CO Magazine 
which was written by Buck Rogers K4ABT and Bob Brununga 
WB4APR himself. The July 1993 issue of OST in the “Packet 
Column” has a one page article explaining APRS also. Finally 
in the “Up Front” portion of OST for August 1993 and Decem- 
ber 1994 you will find full page color photographs of the pro- 
gram in various applications. 


Continued on page 14 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. (407) 894-3238 © Toll Free (800) 327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espafiol (407)-898-1 166 
Fax (407) 894-7553 
CLEARWATER: 1898 Drew Street 
Tel. (813) 461-4267 * In-State (800) 557-4237 
Fax (813) 443-7893 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 37 years! 
Dealer for... 

ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD ¢ SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 
Other locations... 

MILWAUKEE, WI ¢ WICKLIFFE, OH * LAS VEGAS, NV 
(800) 558-0411 (800) 321-3594 (800) 634-6227 
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_ Continued from page 13 

“~~ Tam also available to answer any destions via packet, 
you can send mail to N2CZF@WB4MOZ. #WPBFL.FL.USA 
and I will try to answer as quickly as possible. If I know of 
other amateurs in your area that are active I will try to put you 
in contact with them so you can continue locally. Currently the 
active APRS areas are as follows.... 


Palm Beach County- WA4HXZ-3 WIDE APRS Digi at 
200ft. - Palm Beach Packet Users Group 

Broward County - WA4HWD-3 WIDE APRS Digi 
- KN4HX 

St. Lucie County - 

Brevard County - KC4EHT, WIDE APRS Digi /WX 
-KC4EHT 

Tampa Metro Area - KD8AQ/KR4US-10 WIDE APRS 
Digi’s - Skywarn/ARES/RACES 


The Palm Beach County area spans from Titusville to 
North Miami depending on conditions but can usually be guar- 
anteed from Titusville to Boca depending on your 2M setup 
and if all digi’s are up and running at 100%. The Broward Co. 
digi is located in Hollywood and has just been set up days be- 
fore I satdown to write this. Once all quirks are resolved this 
should guarantee coverage down to the Miami area. The Tampa 
region which has the most number of users in one metro area 
has a number of WIDE digi’s and WX stations serving them, 
but to this date we have not had the ability to link with them on 
a regular basis. All of the above regions have a HF GATEWAY 
serving them directly or within range of their respective WIDE 
diyi’s. We are looking for more stations in stratigic locations 


so that our eventual network goal can be met. 


Next Month... 


For part two in this series next month I will go into the 
actual setup and parameters in a normal APRS station and a 
WIDE AREA APRS digi. I will also give you some more infor- 
mation on actual APRS commands and what objectives we have 
for APRS in the State of Florida. The nitty gritty will start 
there and continue into part three with the more advanced 
applincations of GPS intigration, Direction Finding, and a call 
to arms for any amateur that can assist in this large effort to 
connect the metropolitian regions of Florida together on HF 
and VHF/UHF with APRS. 


**k#k*e* APRS Can be downloaded from the 
Hambites BBS (407) 575-9680 #eHHERHHH 


or by mail: for a 3.5 HD disk , SASE and $2.00. 
Rich Garcia 
19046 SE Coral Reef Ln. 
Jupiter, FL. 33458 


Until next month 73’s from Rich 


N2CZF@WB4MOZ.#WPBFL.FL.USA if 


Lat: 2658.36N Long: 8009.37W 
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East Central District ARES Meets 


-by Al Foders, KB4RTG 

The East Central District ECEN) ARES Meeting was ~ 
held in Deland, October 29, 1994 at the West Volusia Memo- 
rial Hospital. A total of 18 interested persons were present. 
The ECs of all four counties (Orange, Seminole, Volusia and 
Flagler) were in attendance along with several of their AECs. 
We were also fortunate to have N4GMU, Dave (who runs a 
busy PBBS in Deland) and W4AT, Chuck (an officer of Central 
FL Packet User’s Group) present for their valuable insight into 
the formation of a useful Digital Communication Network be- 
tween ECEN District and Tallahassee DEM office. . 

We discussed the different modes of digital communica- 
tion available and agreed that HF Packet or AMTOR would be 
the most likely to produce the results we need for reliability, 
availability and ease of use. We learned that N4GMU has regu- 
larly scheduled HF packet communications with WNA4IIV in — 
Tallahassee at least once a day. This will provide us with the - 
easiest and most reliable means of communicating with DEM. 
All we have to do is get the traffic to Dave’s PBBS and he will 
see to it that the traffic gets to the panhandle. Dave can operate 
on emergency power for over 24 hours. 

We were able to resolve the problem of reliable digital 
communications in the “Black Hole” a/k/a/ Flagler County. We 
were able to contact N4EEB and have him straighten out the 
routing tables on his ROSE switch to allow a reliable path to 
and from Flagler County. This resolves a major headache for 
the county’s EC. 

The Orange County ARES/RACES Packet PBBS 
(N2HBX on 144.970) will remain configured as it is; a non- 
forwarding system Its main purpose will be a “mail drop” and 
message post for ARES related information. 

We discussed the use of the conference/file server soft- 
ware called ARES. It can be valuable for maintaining evacuee 
information at Red Cross Shelters, does not require constant 
attention from the operators (they can poll the server for mes- 
sages when they are present at the keyboard). 

At the recommendation of the AECs from Volusia and 
Seminole, I will begin to establish a database of ECs and AECs 
in the four counties in our District. I will also include several 
of the surrounding counties to ease the chore of trying to reach 
these officials when we need them most. 

N4GMU advised that he has taken AC4GB out of the 
forwarding routine and all traffic and bulletins would be sent 
to N8FXF in Casselberry. AC4GB does not seem to operate in 
the best interests of Public Service, has unreliable service and 
deletes traffic when not sure how to forward it. Dave advised 
me to change my home PBBS to N8FXF. 

I am grateful to all those who attended and appreciate 
their generous donation of weekend quality time. 

-73 de KB4RTG 


North Florida News 


Wayne Oehiman, 
WB3DBE is 1994 Ham 
of the Year 


Greater Jacksonville Hamfest 
Chairman Wane Oechlman, WB3DBE 
was voted the 1994 Greater Jacksonville 
Amateur Radio Operator of the Year. 
Wayne is retiring after a decade of out- 
standing service. During Wayne’s term, 

the hamfest returned proceeds to eight 
area clubs every year. The award com- 
mittee chose Wayne over six other nomi- 
nees. The ten electors cast votes for their 
top three choices. 

Wayne will receive a plaque in rec- 
ognition of his achievement. The award 
is named in memory of longtime 
NOFARS volunteer Pete Nissen, W4PTT 
who passed away three years ago. 

In 1993, the initial award was pre- 
sented to Al Elmore, WA4RGO for his 
long service as Duval Country Emergency 
Cocrdinator. 

The award is earned based on both 
long and short term contributions to 
Amateur Radio. 

WB3DBE is a member of NOFARS 
and OPARC. The job of chairman is not 
easy because many details are involved 
in working with eight clubs, the conven- 
tion center management and other areas 
which need to be covered. 

The ham of the year award is spon- 
sored by NOFARS, RANGE, OPARC and 
BARS. Congratulations to Wayne on be- 
ing chosen. 


NOFARS 1995 Election 


Results 

President - Billy Williams, N4UF; 
Treasurer - Bob Toerpe, KB4NTI; and 
Activities Mgr. Steve Barber, WA4B were 
reelected for their respective offices and 
joining them will be Lewis Jolly, 
KD+4LCO, and John Hale, AC4ET. 
NOFARS immediate past-president Bill 
Hendry remains a member of the Board 


of Directors. 


Jacksonville hamfest 

profitable despite flat 

attendance 

Final results of the 1994 Greater 

Jacksonville Amateur Radio & Computer 
Show a/k/a Greater Jacksonville Hamfest 
were provided at the November commit- 
tee meeting. For the first time, they dealt 


with Spectacor, a private firm hired by 
the city to manage the Osborn Conven- 
tion Center. The privatization led to in- 
creased expense. Printing costs for the 
flyers and programs also increased, cut- 
ting into the proceeds. Attendance was 
virtually the same as 1993. Although the 
NOFARS share of the proceeds was down 
40% from last year, the hamfest has 


turned a profit every year since 1977; an , 


achievement which should not be taken 
for granted. The committee discussed 
strategies for reducing expenses and the 
date of August 4-5 was chosen for 1995, 
again to be held at the Osborn Conven- 
tion Center. 

Larry Filzen, WB4CGD and Dave 
Kalahar, KD4HXT were elected to serve 
as co-chairmen, George Erdel, AD4TX, 
Vice-Chairman and Jim Graves, 
WD4NXY will remain as treasurer. Vern 
Ferris, KB4VPU will again serve as 
NOFARS liaison to the hamfest commit- 
tee. 


Publication has 30th 


Birthday 


The Balanced Modulator, the pub- 
lication of the North Florida Amateur 
Radio Society, marks its 30th year of pub- 
lication. To commemorate its longevity, 


Omar 
WA8FON 


HAMA RADIO HEAVEN 


AEA @ MFJ @ AMERITRON @ PRO-AM 


DAIWA @ JBLACK @ DIAMOND 
Full line of AZDEN Products 
ICOM - KENWOOD -YAESU 

ARRL Publications 
Antenga & Connectors 


the Balanced Modulator will republish 
Volume I, No. 1 in a future issue. 


AC4ET Named SEDAN 


Florida Coordinator 


John Hale, AC4ET was chosen as 
Florida frequency coordinator for the 
Southeastern Emergency Digital Amateur 
Network (SEDAN). The keyboard-to-key- 
board packet system is used by the Florida 
Crown Amateur Radio Emergency Ser- 
vice during times of relief efforts. Ama- 
teur Radio provides backup communica- 
tions for the State of Florida Division of 
Emergency Management. 

When no emergencies or relief ef- 
forts are pending, the system is used for 
routine communications. The SEDAN 
frequency is 145.63 and all with an in- 
terest in emergency communications and 
networks are welcome to participate. 

John will oversee frequency usage 
of the SEDAN system in Florida. SEDAN 
is currently active in 7 states including: 
Georgia, Tennessee, South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Virginia and Kentucky. 


Marc 
N4YHM 


Omar Electronics Ines 


2130 Georgia Hwy. 81 Southwest 
_ Loganville, GA 30249 
(404) 466-3241 FAX: (404) 466-9013 
We Accept: @ VISA @ MC @ AMEX ® Discover 
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Exrs Amateur Kapio 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


OPEN | O 
2 ICGM 
 AWEEK — ee 
“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
Big HAM EQUIPMENT’ Aud 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS & 
PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


DISCOUNT 
PRICES! 


CLOSE-OUTS | 
LEN WS 
apey BUY ¢ SELL ¢ TRADE 4G : 
NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


(305) (305) 


925-0103 944-3383 


BROWARD | DADE Fax 


WEEKLY USED 


SPECIALS 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD & VISA 
“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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More FCC 
reorganization 


The Federal Communications 
Commission on December | established 
a new Wireless Telecommunications Bu- 
reau, as part of its continuing reorgani- 
zation begun last summer. 

The new bureau will have seven 
divisions and will *’handle all FCC do- 
mestic wireless telecommunications pro- 
grams and policies, except satellite com- 
munications,” the FCC said. The new 
bureau also will ‘’serve as the 
Commission’s principal policy and ad- 
ministrative resource (regarding) spec- 
trum auctions.” 

Ralph Haller, formerly chief of the 
Private Radio Bureau, was named one of 
two deputy bureau chiefs, reporting di- 
rectly to the chief of the Wireless Tele- 
communications Bureau, Regina M. 
Keeney. Both of Keeney’s parents are li- 
censed amateurs. The new Private Ra- 
dio Division, along with the Licensing 
Division, will handle Amateur Radio 
matters at the FCC. 

The FCC said that the Private Ra- 
dio Division would *’project demand for 
existing and possible new communica- 
tions requirements and services.” 

-ARRL 


CAVEC Announces New 


Schedule 


CAVEC, The Central Alabama 
Volunteer Examiner Coordinator, pro- 
vides FCC testing for all classes of ama- 
teur radio licenses at Racal-Datacom on 
the third Thursday of every month at 1930 
(7:30 p.m.) local time. The Saturday ses- 
sions are no longer being offered. 

There is a $3.00 fee per session that 
covers all tests taken at a given session. 

Bring. with you: proof of ID 
(driver’s license or other photo-ID), $3.00 
in U.S. Funds, original copy of current 
FCC license and original of any credit 
certificate. 

Racal-Datacom is a large campus- 
like facility with red barrel tile roofs. The 
address is 1601 NW 136 Avenue; Sun- 
rise, FL. 

Follow the signs to visitors park- 
ing at buildings “A” and “B” and then 
go to the lobby. 

For further assistance call: Chip 
Allan (AK4Y) at 476-8761 or Joe Loewy 
(KB4FO) at 434-8211. A recorded mes- 
sage with additional details is available 
at (305) 846-4444. 


New 5760 MHz record 


A new over-land distance record 
has been reported on the 5760 MHz ama- 
teur band. On November 12, Al Ward, 
WBSLUA in Allen, Texas, and Ron 
Stefanskie, W9ZIH in Malta, Illinois, 
worked over a 738. mile path. The previ- 
ous over-land record was 614 miles, set 
by N6CA and XE2/N6xQ. 

Writing in the North Texas Micro- 
wave Society “Feed Point,” Ward reports 
working W9ZIH on the evening of No- 
vember 11, on 432 MHz with S-9 signals. 
Those two then tried unsuccessfully to 
work on 5760 MHz, having previously 
worked each other on the bands in be- 
tween. They tried that night and the fol- 
lowing morning. 

In cooperation with Greg McIntire, 
AASC, and W9ZIH, the first record 
breaking contact took place, between 
WBSLUA and Roger Schneider, 
WB9OJR, of Green Valley, Illinois, who 
had joined the effort. The distance was 
633 miles. AASC and WB9OJR also con- 
nected, at 630 miles. 

Continuing the effort, about three 
hours later, at 1652 UTC, WBSLUA and 
W9ZIH made the 738-mile contact, and 
AASC worked W9ZIH, at 733 miles. All 
contacts were on 2-way CW. 

Al Ward said “It is really nice to 
know there are people active on the mi- 
crowave bands who are ready to go when 
the bands open, and also to know that our 
equipment, which has only worked out 
to 250 miles under normal conditions, can 
actually work when the band opens up.” 

ARRL 


FREE 


TAILGATE /SWAPMEET 


Saturday January 7, 1995 
7AM 


University Central Florida 
Education Building parking lot 


University Blvd & Alafaya Trail, 
Orlando. 
Talk-in 146.64. 


Info: Frank, WA3ZBM (407) 699- 
4492 or Mort, WA2HRS (407) 767- 
8404, evenings only. 


WPBARC 
Sponsors Fox 
Hunt 


On February 11 & 12, 1995, the 
West Palm Beach Amateur Radio Club 
will sponsor a Fox Hunt contest (find the 
transmitter). 

The contest will be held between 
1400 UTC and 2000 UTC Saturday Feb- 
ruary 11 and 1700 UTC and 1900 UTC, 
Sunday February 12. 

According to Sam Falco, KD4 VBI, 
they are expecting a large turn out as it 
will be open to all, licensed or unlicensed. 
A one-dollar donation will benefit the 
West Palm Beach ARC. 

There will be ten (10) hidden trans- 
mitters and prizes will be awarded to the 
top six hunters according to points 
earned. 

To register (by midnight Friday, 
February 10, 1995) or for more informa- 
tion, including an information packet, 
mail to: 

FOX HUNT 
c/o KE4CGQ, Dick Schofield, 
KD4VBI, Sam Falco or AD4PS, 
Dennis Hamilton; 
P.O. Box 6834 
West Palm Beach, FL 33405-6834. 


BSA Net/JOTA 
news 


Boy Scouts of America is establish- 
ing a new net called BSA Net, Interna- 
tional. It will meet every Sunday at 2030 
UTC on 14.290 MHz. KB80CC will act 
as net control. 

Thanks to David Michelson, 
KB8OCC, for the preceding information. 

Dates have been set for the 1995 
Jamboree On The Air operating event. 
JOTA is an annual event in which Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts and Guides from 
all over the world speak to each other by 
means of Amateur Radio. JOTA 1995 will 
take place Saturday October 22, at 0001 
hours local time to Sunday October 23, 
at 2359 hours local time. 

Thanks to Dan Dansby, WSURI, for 
the preceding information. 


Florida Skip/17 


PLAYGROUND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB PRESENTS OUR 25TH ANNUAL 


NORTH FLORIDA HAM/SWAPFEST 


MARCH 18 & 19, 1995 


AT THE FAIRGROUNDS, FORT WALTON BEACH, FLORIDA 
SATURDAY 8:00 AM-5:00 PM & SUNDAY 8:00 AM-3:00 PM 


GIANT INDOOR FLEA MARKET 


TABLES$10.00/DAY OR $15.00/BOTH DAYS. COMMERCIAL SPACE 
AVAILABLE. RV PARKING WITH ELECTRICITY & DUMP. 
WRITE TO P.A.R.C., BOX 873, FT. WALTON BCH., FL 32549, OR CALL: 
BUD, K8YNU., (904) 243-5404 (tables) 9-5 pm cdt, or SCOTT, KE4BFT, (904)244- 
3182 (tables) 5-9 pm cdt, or Roberta, (904) 862-0211,( RV space only). 


ALL ADMISSIONS - $5.00 AT THE DOOR. 
LADIES AND PERSONS UNDER 16 YRS. ADMITTED FREE. 


FLYERS WILL NOT BE MAILED THIS YEAR. PLEASE TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT THIS 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY A WEEKEND OF 
HAM RADIO AND COMPUTER EVENTS,FORUMS, FOOD, BEACHES & FUN | 
SORRY - NO EXAMS. -NO ADVANCE ENTRY DISCOUNTS. 
Forums: ARRL, DX, Traffic, ARES/RACES, QCWA, Packet, 
Flyers will not be mailed. 


SEE YOU ALL IN FORT WALTON BEACH JINN 
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VIEW FROM THE PANHANDLE “Matt” Matthew, KC4RKJ 


This is the month for New Year’s 
resolutions. For many they will not last 
to or past the end of the month. As 
HAMS we should resolve to keep our New 
Year’s radio resolutions. 

I cannot tell you what your HAM 
resolutions should be, but I am sure that 
a lot of you could think of many items to 
be made into a New Year’s resolutions. 

One that comes to my mind would 
be: Thou shalt not tune up your 1000 watt 
amplifier without first listening to see if 
the frequency is clear. 

The ARRL would like this one: 
Thou shalt not use 1000 watts when you 
could get an S9 report with 5 watts. 

What about this one? Thou shalt 
watch the length of your transmissions 
on 2M so that the repeater will not time 
out. 

It seems to me that we hear people 
violating some procedure that any Nov- 
ice would avoid. No matter, each and 
every one of us could do our part not to 
practice the very things that infuriate us 
when we hear them on the airways. 

None of us know everything and 
none of us are without faults; but we can 
try. and if everyone cures just one error 
we will have a much better radio envi- 
ronment 

Well, Santa has been here and I 
hope that everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas and the New Year will bring 
happiness and prosperity. It would be 
wonderful if each and every one of you 
got that something for which you were 
looking for your station. If not, at least 
you can work on that upgrade or getting 
your equipment back in shape. 

Don’t forget that the Pensacola 
HamFest will be held on February 11, 
1°95 at the Bayfront Auditorium. This 
is a great one day event and it is highly 
recommended. I hope you appreciate the 
hours that those who run the show have 
put into the event. 

If you need a point of contact call: 


WA4YRN at (904) 476-8537 for 
HamFest information 


KK4AF at (904) 968-0526 for Motel 
accommodations 
You will find the Talk-In on 146.76 - 


Two more events are coming up 
socn. 


Although the Orlando HamFest is 
not in the Panhandle, it is attended by 
many HAMS from the Northwestern part 
of the state because it is one of the largest 
shows in the state of Florida. It is a long 
drive for some of us but the show is well 
worth it. 

I received a note from Buzz 
(W4UJL) giving me an update in the 
planning of the 1995 event. Some new 
and very interesting things are happen- 
ing. All who attend will appreciate these 
efforts to improve an already great event. 

The HamFest committee has been 
working since early April to make the 
1995 event something special. Here are 
some of the new things to expect. 

First, the “Bubble” building is to 
be replaced with an air conditioned mod- 
ern building. This should make everyone 
happier. The “Bubble” building in the 
past could become hot or cold depending 
on Mother Nature’s whims. 

The swap area will be expanded and 
moved into an out-door pavilion. While 
it still will be outdoors, it will have a roof 
without sides. The tailgaters and ven- 
dors should find this a great step forward 
since it will reduce the rain, sun, and wind 
factors. 

The Exhibition Building will be 
converted to an all commercial booth 
area. Draped tables will be set up in a 
box with 4, 6, and 8 table clusters which 
form the box. This, hopefully, should help 
resolve the many requests for more com- 
mercial display space. It also should 
make it more interesting for the crowds 
of people who wish to see the newest 
equipment available. 

The second HamFest event of the 
Panhandle is in Fort Walton Beach. 

This year the Playground Amateur 
Radio Club celebrates the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Ham/SwapFest. 

Members of P.A.R.C. have been 
working very hard with all the various 
arrangements necessary. 

The Ham/SwapFest will take place 
March 18-19 1995 at the Okaloosa 
County Fairgrounds in Ft. Walton Beach. 
Doors will open Saturday at 8 AM and 
close at 5 PM on Saturday. On Sunday, 
the doors open at 8AM and close at 4 
PM. Meetings and activities are planned, 
but no FCC exams will be held. RV Park- 


ing will again be available. 
The talk in Frequency is 146.79-. 
For more information call: 


Bud/K8YNU at (904) 243-5404 
from 1000 till 1600 CT 
Scott/KE4BFT at (904) 243-3182 
from 1645 till 2100 CT 


The club will have a Special Events 
Station commemorating the 25th annual 
Ham/SwapFest. This special event will be 
operating on both March 4th and March 
11th from 1500Z through 2200Z. Sta- 
tions will be found in the center of the 
15, 20 and 40 phone bands. There will 
also be a 2M station on 147.00+ for those 
who would like to participate but because 
of their license or lack of equipment can- 
not work HF. 

It is hoped that the Special Event 
operation will also provide some experi- 
ence for those who are not yet able to work 
HF. It is hoped that newcomers to Ama- 
teur Radio will take advantage of the spe- 
cial event. Here is an opportunity to get 
experience by using the club station or 
by going to designated Club members’ 
homes to use their equipment. It is a 
chance to see, learn about, and operate 
equipment that they may not be familiar 
with under the guidance of people who 
work this equipment every day. _ 

Next month, I will give you some 
updated information about the 
“POORMAN’S HAMFEST AND COM- 
PUTER SHOW” in Gainesville FI.. 

73 
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(407) 567-3423 


ALUMA TOWER COMPANY, INC. 
1639 OLD DIXIE HIGHWAY 
P.O. BOX 2806 
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32961-2806 
FAX #407-567-3432 


Ahm singin fer mah dinner 


in a big em 
Fer 75 buc 
Vil give you mah place. 


ty space. 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E, 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDEROALE, FL 33334. 


PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


rona.croua REAL ESTATE neeos 


COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIOENTIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL 


MARK ROSNER ¢ N4BDZ 


BROKFA — ASSOCIATE 

1-800-346-3859 
(305) 921-6610 
(305) 923-3333 


1905 Hollywood Blvd. 
33020 


ae «=6ollywood, FL 


was 


Surgery 
& Diseases 


O.E. OLSEN, M.D. of the Eye 
OPHTHALMOLOGY 


W4GES 
2108 North Orange Avenue 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32804 


(407) 898-1221 Optical (407) 898-1901 
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“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. GAUZENS 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: ‘305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.: 642-4139 


1322 Gillott St. N.W. 
Palm Bay, FL. 32907 


—& T-SHIRTS 
—& GOLF SHIRTS 
—& HATS 

—= APRONS 

—> TOWELS” 

—& KEY CHAINS 
—> PENCILS Etc... 


1-800-935-PLUS 
(7587) 


IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR AND AD SPECIALTIES 
“WE PRINT ON ALMOST ANYTHING” 


KC4FAD @) R V 
BARAY Gee Fe crnomcs BEN losin 
503 MAIN ST. - 106A 
P.O. BOX 330 - 


CRAWFORD, GA 30630 
PH/FAX 706-743-3344 


AZDEN/HDK REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
BUY, SELL OR TRADE NEW & USED AZDEN 


WE SELL POWER SUPPLIES, ANTENNAS & ACCESSORIES 


i 


AUTIIORIZED 
SERVICE CENTER 


We have been servicing amateur radios reliably and economically on a 
national basis for 14 years. We also sell hi-quality state-of-the-art 8 & 10 
pole crystal filters, and specific upgrade kits for Icom, Kenwood and Yaesu 


products. 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
3804 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
(407) 489-5609 FAX No. (407) 464-6386 


MULTI-MILLION DOLLAK CLUB 
ERA’ PAUL B. DICKMAN, INC., REALTORS’ 


KAY L. PYE WD4HHN 
BROKER-SALESMAN-CRS-WINNERS CIRCLE 


305 N. Tamiami Trail - P.O. Box 128 
Ruskin, FL 33570 
813-645-3211 Office 


813-645-7506 FAX i 
813-645-1492 Eves e 


pam 


cel 7 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE; (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


7890 N.W. 55th Street 
Miami, FL 33166 ene 
(305) 592-0046 


Banners 


SPEEDWAY 
License Plates, ; 
‘Car & Truck Lettering f “Asante 
‘SheriiZuckerman,Kcawz8 QIAIC 
ae OIGNS 
Louls, KD4HRD 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE « CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER | Tel. (305) 899-0900 
President Fax (305) 895-8178 


TEST EQUIPMUENT, COMIPOMENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPAGENT 


’ ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 


@ Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 

@ DXCC, QSL, QTH. UTC info each prefix, 10 Prefix Maps 
Instant Speak or Write, 10 page Russian QSO dialogue - 
| U.S. PPD $9.45 

_ Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart, 55 

Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 


W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927, (407) 632-6809 


LORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 
MAPS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - .25 ea. 
“CC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 
“LA: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 
1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 
‘Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


a3@06 
DON'T MISS THIS ONE! § 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


For more information call: 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 


NEED AN ANTENNA FARM SITE? 
Why not raise oranges & antennas in South Central Florida? 


Land specialist W4ZD will help you like he has helped other 
leading Florida operators! 


Contact BEV CAVENDER, W4ZD 


ws The Cavender Corp., Realtors 

1349 U.S. 27 North - Lake Placid, FL 33852 } 

1-800-741-4490 FAX: 813-465-9669 
Low prices in high Highlands Co.! 


CORPORATION 


Reshors Since 1957 


ADVANTAGE COMMUNICATION 


® Specializing in VHF & SSB Marine Radio 
Marine Antenna Systems 
Lightning Protection 
Mobile & Base Installations 
Aviation Radio Services 
FCC General Radio Telephone Licensed 
Serving Dade Broward Palm Beaches 


Office (305) 961-2642 


Mark Lavallee 
Digital Pager 337-6951 


Box 2790 RR#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


K4GIT 
RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize In Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


904-475-1950 
Phone or Fax 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapio 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
At MAKES 


® Specialized Design Engineering/Construction 
* Also Marine Electronics 


DORTHY and DON GIES 
Owners 


8137 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W61YK 
(904) 764-0042 


Kal-Tech Electronics 


Tropical Electronics 


Electronic Parts - IC’s - Transistors 
Surface Mount Devices - Components 


@ "Maury" & 


Phone (305) 522-5811 


200 S.W. 20th Street - Bay 2 
FAX (305) 522-5271 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 


CERTIFIED 
-BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 


MEMBER INVESTIGATION 
C.B.1. EQUIFAX AGENCY 
Mata CoLLections © Over Due Dests © Bad CHECKS 
B.B.B 
FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS ® RENT COLLECTORS 


Skip TRACING 


Man OFFice: 
3446 S.W. 8 Street Sure # 208 
‘ - Miami, Frorwoa 33135 
TELEPHONE: (305) 642-8770 
Fax: (305) 642-8702 
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WA4ZMN 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. 


Business REPRESENTATIVE 
REGISTERED AGENT 


1995 FLORIDA QSO PARTY 
w* February 11&12 Sat. 1200Z-Sun. 1200Z (Sat. 8AM-Sun. 8AM EDT) 
ANNOUNCING THE 30™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE FLORIDA QSO PARTY, sponsored by the North 
Dade HF Society and Florida Skip. All amateurs worldwide are eligible and invited to participate. 


CONDITIONS OF ENTRY: Each participant agrees to be bound by the provisions of this 
announcement, the regulations of the applicable licensing authority, and the decision of the NDHF 
Contest Committee, which are final. 


VALID CONTACTS: All amateur bands may be used. ALL stations will use separate logs for phone. 
and CW. Phone and CW are separate contests. A station may be worked once one each band and 
mode. Neither crossband nor crossmode contacts (phone to CW & vice-versa) will count for contest 
credit. Florida stations may work other Florida stations, but for contest points only. Out-of-state stations 
may not work each other for contest credit. Contacts made on repeaters do NOT count for credit. 


ENTRY CLASSES: Florida stations will be divided into two classes. Class "A" stations are those 
operating portable (under FD rules) or mobile on emergency power and running 200 watts or less (cw or 
PEP phone) inside Florida but outside of their home counties. Class "B" stations are all other single 
operator stations operating in Florida. ; 


EXCHANGE: Florida stations send signal report and county of operation. Out-of-state stations send 
signal report and U.S. state, Canadian Province, or country. 


SUGGESTED FREQUENCIES: cw - 3555, 7055, 14055, 21055, 28055 
phone- 3945, 7279, 14319, 21379, 28579, 50.2, 146.52 
SCORING: | 
FLORIDA STATIONS:count ONE point per QSO with out-of-state or other Fla. stations. 
MULTIPLIER = SUM of states (49 max.), provinces (12 max.), DX countries (27 max) WORKED. 
(MAXimum multiplier is 88). 
OUT-OF-STATE: count TWO points per QSO with each Florida station. 
MULTIPLIER = Number of Fla. counties worked (67 max). 
SCORE = QSO points X MULTIPLIER 
[ Florida class "A" stations ONLY : multiply score by 1.5 (one & one-hajf) to obtain total ] 


AWARDS: Certificates, phone & cw, to the top single operator in each state, province, and DX country, 
and each Florida county. There will be FIVE PLAQUES awarded to: High Single Operator Fla. CW, 
High Single Out-of-State CW, High Single Operator FLA. Phone, and Florida CLUB With Highest 
Aggregate Score. 


DISQUALIFICATIONS: IMPROPER REPORTING, EXCESSIVE DUPES, ERRORS IN MULTIPLIER LISTS, 
UNREADABLE LOGS, OBVIOUS CHEATING, ETC. (at discretion of contest committee). Anyone 
disqualified in this year’s Fla. QSO Party will be barred from next year's contest. 


REPORTING: PHONE and CW entries must be SEPARATED. Along with legible logs in chronological 
order, a Summary sheet is required with each entry. 200 QSO’s or more requires a DUPE SHEET. The 
SUMMARY SHEET must contain: claimed score, number of QSO’s, multiplier, station's call sign, entry 
class, and number of Florida counties, power source for class "A" entries; county, state; province; 
country, call signs of all operators if multi-op; name of club if part of a club aggregate score; name and © 


address typed of printed in block letters; and signed declaration that all rules & reg.’s have been 
observed. 


CONTEST RESULTS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN FLORIDA SKIP (or send SASE). 
DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES: must be received by 10 March 1995 (Late DX accepted within reason) 
| MAIL ENTRIES TO: Florida QSO Party/NDHF Society, 851 NE 206 St., Miami, Fl 33179 
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Water...These terms 
became all too famil- 
iar to Florida Army 
MARS members as November and the 
hurricane season came to a destructive 
end. Tropical Storm Gordon precipitated 
the need for Florida Army MARS to carry 
out its EEI (Essential Elements of Infor- 
mation) mission with speed and skill. 
EEI might well have been named EARLY 
Elements of Information because that is 
exactly what Florida Army MARS mem- 
bers accomplished as Gordon meandered 
on its journey along the state and across 
the state and on its return south from the 
Carolinas. The first EEI message sent 
out preceded the commercial news net- 
works by more than six hours. That is 
one of the major benefits of the program 
... benefits to the agencies who plan emer- 
gency support and benefits to the people 
of Florida who might need that support. 

An EE] is sent by any MARS mem- 
ber to one of the EEI gateway operators 
who then sends it directly to the Army 
MARS Area Director. That office sends 
it automatically to the Director of Mili- 
tary Support (DOMS) and to the Office 
of Chief, Army MARS. How long does 
all this relaying of information take? 
Befor e the adoption of some of the newer 
technologies by Army MARS, the pro- 
gram would have had dubious value be- 
cause of the time that might have tran- 
spired between inception and completion 
of the message journey. With the use of 
E-Mail as well as FAX and other modes 
of operation, I have seen a message de- 
livered to the Pentagon and referred to in 
a return request for additional informa- 
tion in as few as three minutes. The ca- 
pability of the federal agencie s to seek 
and GET specific information is one of 
the capabilities that they did not have 
until the EEI program was instituted. 
_ Typically, a message can follow a path 
which includes radio (VHF and HF — 
voice and digital), electronic mail (com- 
puter and telephone), and FAX. Some 
use of satellite transmission is also being 
explored. 

Let’s assume that a member has 
- information to report. Most often he re- 
ports traffic to an Army MARS net. In 
Florida, the nets meet often enough that 
_ very little time is lost waiting for one. 
Several other options are open for that 
member to use if time is of the essence in 


his situation. An EEI operator takes the 


message, receipts for it, and enters it into 
one of the newer modes. Whether the 
Area Director is at his office or elsewhere, 
he has access to that information and can 
send it on from his remote location. That, 
too, is a new capability generated by this 
program. 

Florida Army MARS operators are 
to be congratulated for their fine and pro- 
fessional service. This pride in Florida’s 
operation is not solely my own. Messages 
of appreciation and “Job well done!” com- 
ments were extended to Florida Army 
MARS by DOMS and by all levels of 
Army MARS. 

With all the practical experience 
that Florida Army MARS members have 
gained in emergency communications, 
one might wonder about the continuing 
programs of participation in emergency 
exercises within Army MARS and in co- 
operation with other agencies as well. 
With ever-changing parameters of opera- 
tion, often dictated by outside events or 
customer needs, these exercises prepare 
the Florida Army MARS operators for the 
meeting of any and all contingencies. 
Flexibility as well as the maintenance of 
good operating procedures can be criti- 
cal in interagency operations. 

To this end, Florida Army MARS 
members participated in the latest FEMA/ 
Army MARS exercise which took place 
from 30 November to 2 December 1994. 
FEMA was the directing agency for the 
exercise and its aim was to “exercise” the 
National Emergency Coordination Net 
(NECN). This net provides backup com- 
mand and control communications be- 
tween FEMA and Emergency Support 
Function areas (ESF). This exercise also 
allowed Florida Army MARS to review 
its own assets and capabilities in serving 
other agencies. This third FEMA/Army 
MARS cooperative venture was declared 
a success by FEMA and Army MARS 
Officials alike. Florida Army MARS is 
ready and able to serve the Army, the 
country, the community, and the people 
whenever and wherever they need us. 

With the close of 1994, all of Army 
MARS has celebrated a spirit enriching 
holiday season. It is fitting here tothank 
all of the operators who supported the 
Operation: Holidays campaign. Through 
you, we have added to the joy of the sea- 
son for many soldiers and their families. 

>From Yongsan in Korea “Opera- 
tion Santa Claus” brought all the kinder- 
garten through second grade children to 


Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO MaRS ww 


the Army MARS station. They talked to 
Santa Claus and shared their Christmas 
wishes. What a joyous idea! Special 
holiday services are also provided by the 
Korea-based Army MARS stations to all 
deployed military personnel and their 
families ... too “old” for the Santa Claus 
contact. Are we ever too old? I hope 
not. Congratulations, Korea. 

Florida Army MARS faces many 
challenges in 1995. These challenges will 
be met with skill and a dedication to con- 
tinual improvement of the services of- 
fered. 

I wish all of Florida Army MARS, 
Air Force MARS, Navy MARS and the 
Amateur Radio community a healthy and 
prosperous 1995. 

Army MARS. ..always...proud, pro- 


fessional, ready. 


WIREBOOK I 


The How-to and source manual 
written by "The Wireman”, Press 
Jones, N8UG for Cable, Connec- 
tors, Coax, Wire and Baluns. 


If you’re into Coax, 
antennas, ladderline & 
Baluns - W/IREEOOK I 

IS MUST READING 


ONLY $2.00 
FROM W.W. SALES 


Send your name & address, with 
your payment for $2.00 PLUS $1.00 
shipping and handling (total $3.00) to 
the address below. We'll rush your 
56-page information packed _ illustrated 
WIREBOOK II by return mail. 


WW SALES 


WIREMAN 
57 Echo Lake Dr., Dept F 
Fairview, NC 28730 
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Continued from page 10 


leted from the DXCC Countries List as of July 1, 1968, and 
that the ZC6 prefix is currently assigned by the ITU to the 
United Kingdom. The DX News Letter of December 6 states 
that ZC6B was a joint venture DXpedition from the Ghaza Strip 
by Israeli and Jordan amateurs. . 

SPRATLY. KSOVC reports that Robin, DU9RG, is plan- 
ning to operate as DUOK sometime in April. According to the 
DXCC Desk, the Philippines are one of several countries with 
territorial claims in the Spratly group. Any operation from the 
Spratlys should use the call sign of the occupying authority. 

NEPAL and BANGLADESH. Members of the Japan 
UNICEF Ham Club plan to be on the air through year end 
starting December 24. From January 1 to 7 they will move to 
Bangladesh and operate from there. CW, SSB and RTTY will 
be their modes. 

QATAR. Tom, DL9FCQ, hopes to be active January 14 
to 27. He favors CW during his evening hours on 40 through 
10 meters. QSL via CBA. 

PHILIPPINES. Tom, SMOCNS, is signing SMOCNS/ 
DU7 on 80 through 10 meter CW from Cebu Island. He will 
operate SSB or RTTY on request. Tom hopes to be on 160 meters 
soon. QSL via the DU QSL bureau or direct to Thomas 
Bevenheim, Ronda, CEBU 6034, Philippines. 

ANTARCTICA... Eddie, VIOANT, works his radio 
around his work schedule, but is usually QRV from 0030 to 
0300z and again from 1230 to 1700z. Though RT TY equipped, 
Eddie prefers CW on the low end of 20 meters. He hears NA 
stations on 40 meters around 1400z but reports getting few 
answers to his calls. Try the long path heading between 0030 
and 0300z. QSL via VK4BMD. 

KERGUELEN ISLAND. Pierre, FTSXJ, aka FSNLL, 
was heard on a DX net December 18. Check 14226 kHz at 
1415z. 

SOLOMON ISLANDS. Norbert, DJ9RB, and Bernhard, 
DL2GAC, will be on the air during the second half of January. 
Action will be on CW, SSB and PacTOR, with special empha- 
sis on the low bands. QSL via their home calls. 

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. Joe, WB8GEX, will 
sign his call /VP5 from December 26 through year end. He 
will operate SSB on 160 through 10 meters. QSL via WB8GEX 
with SASE. Remember that new postage rates go into effect 
January 1. 

EASTERN KIRIBATI. Only three of the original five 
operators will be active from Christmas Island for the 


Finish as a 
WINNER at 


9A larida Skin 


DXpedition slated for December 27 to January 2. Listen for 
T32J by JRSJAQ, T32A by JASEXW, and T32X by JA4GXS. 
For CW try 1806 and 1910, 3506, 7006, 10106, 14006, 18074, 
21006, 24896, 28006 and 50110 kHz. SSB will be around 
3799, 7070, 14190, 18120, 21290, 24940, 28490 and 50110 
kHz. Last but not least, for RTTY check 7035, 14086, 21086, 
and 28086 kHz. QSL via their home calls. 

TUNISIA. Tomo, JH2PDS/1, reports that Karl, DK2 WV, 
will probably not be able to operate as 3V8W this year. 

SOUTH GEORGIA. Al, WA3YVN, reports that the 
SGI trip is a go for January 4 to 19. Before departure to SGI, 
listen for Al, Jan, WA4VQD, and Vince, K5VT, to be on the air 
from the Falklands. ie 

EASTER AND SALA Y GOMEZ ISLANDS. Bob, 
KK6EK, and Carlos, NP4IW, are planning a serious DXpedition 
to these islands for sometime in August and September of 1995. 
Permits have been obtained. The calls will be XROY for Easter 
Island and XROZ for Sala y Gomez Island. The team will prob- 
ably consist of 24 operators, with some big-time calls in DX 
and contesting being mentioned. They include KK6EK, 
NP4IW/6, KA3MUF, KD8IR, W6MKB, ON6TT, WJ20, 
AB7BB, K9SJC, AA6KX, K1OCS, K1 XM, KQIF, WASDAN, 
KD6ISY, and AA6TT. 

QSL ROUTE CORRECTION. Wayne, WB6EQX, re- 
ports that he is receiving cards for 9X2MU. The correct QSL 
Manager for 9K2MU is WA4JTK. 


DXAC Vote Results 


The ARRL DX Advisory Committee, DXAC, has voted 
14 to 2 against a petition to add the Austral Islands and the 
Marquesas Islands to the DXCC Countries List. Those voting 


against shared the feeling that French Polynesia is not a Point — 


1 DXCC country, and for that reason these two island groups 
' do not qualify as separate countries under the current DXCC 
rules, 


The DXAC voted 13 to 1 against adding the Balleny Is- _ 


lands to the DXCC Countries List. Most of those voting against 
this proposal felt that the Balleny Islands are a part of Antarc- 
tica. 

Finally, the DXAC voted 14 to 2 against recommending 
establishment of a DXCC award for contacts made while oper- 
ating mobile. Many comments stated the impossibility of veri- 
fying that contacts were indeed made while operating mobile. 
It was also noted that all DXCC awards today are based on 
either mode or band. } 


SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION 
Amateur/Commercial 
Radios - Antennas - Towers 

ALL MAKES 


14918 N. Florida Ave., Tampa, FL 33613 
(813) 960-8023, Orders (800) 886-8023, 
FAX (813) 985-5137 


HAMBAR service, of Siectronic equipment only, 
$ available to all subscribers, amateurs and non-ama- 
teurs at the rate of 10 cents per word, which includes 
address, call sign, etc. Minimum charge for any 
AMBAR is $3.00. All commercial and non-subscrib- 
ers rate is 15 cents per word. Minimum charge of $5.00 
or each HAMBAR. No reruns. Each HAMBAR must 
e resubmitted each month. No ad will be published 
inless accompanied by full remittance! We require 
all HAMBAR ads contain the full mailing address, call 
sign, zip and area-phone number, if any. Make it easy 
or person wanting to buy your equipment. No 
AMBARS via telephone! | Bie 

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ee 
Please write or call for rate card and quotes. 


Deadline for all HAMBARS and ads ane (8th) 
of each month to 1280 Sarno Rd., Suite 224, 
Melbourne, FL 32935. 


For Sale - ICOM 71A with remote control of receiver from 
bed. Cost $1100.00. Will sell for $700.00 with remote. Per- 
fect condition, like new. E. Shafer, N8ES. 3479 Kersdale Rd., 


Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124. Phone: (216) 831-9198. 
For Sale - Kenwood VFO 230. $120.00, Gregg M. Eberman, 


W2SDV. 2201 Brian Ave., South Daytona, FL (904) 761-0867. 
_ For Sale - ICOM 1IC720A HF Transceiver - $425.00. IC-PS15 
Power Supply - $100.00, IC-AT100 Antenna Tuner - $250.00. 
MFJ-Versa Tuner II, Model MFJ-944 - $50.00. CDE Rotor 
and Control Box, Model H-IV CD 45-11 - $60.00. Chriscraft 
A4, 4 element antenna - $25.00. 2-each antenna sections tower 
-$20.00/ea 10' section. Clark J. Evans, WA4OLL. 7321 Fil- 


bert Lane, Tampa, FL 33637. (813) 988-0125. 


Seen on Internet: Responding to a question that was posted 
on Internet, “What precisely is a ‘Codless’ Tech?” several 
persons got involved in a punning party. Every codless tech 
needs an antenna tuna..... Yeah, but while you can tune an 
antenna, you can’t tuna fish......We really should stop this, 
uh, line of, uh, baiting others like this. Besides, “drifting nets” 
are increasingly unpopular these days. - Thanks to George 


Thurston, W4MLE - a Grandmaster of Punning himself. 
For Sale - Drake C-line, R4C, T4XC, AC4/MS4, Sartori 
mods, fox tango IF filter, DX Engineering speech processor, 
.25, .5, 1.5 filters, crystals, high serial numbers, low hours, 
no scratches, cables, manuals, - $495.00. AEA PK232 un- 
used -$230.00. Compakratt software, unused - $45.00. Ultra 
comshack remote base and repeater, ver. 9.43, several op- 
tional boards, sacvrifice - $575.00. Laser tube power supply - 
$61.00. Commodore 64, 1541 disk drive - $40.00. Cables, 
Yaesu FL7000 amp to drive 757, 757GXII, 767 - $8.00/ea. 
Steve, KR4S. 13908 Timber Ridge, Kansas City, MO 64152. 
(816) 891-6790. 


ih 


For Sale - Collins KWM-2 with manual - $375.00 


Amateur * CB 
Radio Tubes 


THE TUBE MAN 


Electronic Tubes 


902 Lothian Dr. 


Tallahassee, FL. 32312 
904 386-2729 Phone 
904 386-2560 Fax 


a Richard Hale 


MOSLEY - “Classic” 33, 2000 Watt antenna. Acknowledged 
as one of the best beams ever built - $150.00. Also Kenwood 
8208S like new - $485.00. Del Popwell, K4NBN. (904) 273- 
2633 Jacksonville. 


75. (wi fvithout 
power supply, ’62 vintage) or trade for 75 S35 receiver - call 


Jim Cunningham, K4DEE. (407) 679-8086. _ BUI i d= 


HII I’m Hermie Hambar 
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Florida Hamfest Update - January, 1995 
Complled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
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* HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL! * 
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LOCATION NOTES 
-1995- 


Fort Myers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriner Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD = (813) 275-8360 
University of Central FL Tailgate 
Alafaya Trail & Univ. Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.640 
INFO: Joe, N4ZIQ_ = (407) 957-2922 
Jan 14/15 Sarasota Robarts Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
Info: Sam, KE4BXF = (813) 922-4591 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA 
Pinellas Park Benefit at Boys & Girls Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 
Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 
Desoto Armory 
Talk-in on 147.075 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (813) 494-5070 
Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444,925 
INFO: ?? 
Feb 18/19 Orlando Central Florida Fairgrounds 
_ 4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO:Jack Leavitt, KF4WM (407) 657-9052 


~ Jan 7 Orlando 


Jan 21 


Jan 22 — 


Feb 4/5 Miami 


Feb 11 Arcadia 


Feb 11 


Hamfest Happenings 


Looming in the horizon are the Tropical Hamboree in 
Miami and the Orlando HamCation in Orlando, two of the 
major hamfest event of the Florida hamfest year. 

The Tropical Hamboree will take place on February 4-5 
at the Youth Fair Expo Center, 10901 S.W. 24 St. (Coral Way) 
with the booths ready for occupancy Friday, February 3rd at 
9AM. This will mark the 35th year for the Miami show and 
again is in the capable hands of Evelyn Gauzens, W4WYR. 
According to Evelyn, the attendance last year was 13,211, “a 
whopping increase over 1993.” 
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(904) 382-5755 j 


FREE! At Langford Park 
Rt 707 in Jensen Beach 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Bob, KASEDL (407) 546-4353 
Brooksville Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Clem, N4PIE (904) 799-3202 
Zephyrhills At 3339 Allen Road 
in Zephryhills 
Talk-in on 145.190 
INFO: WB4UMT @ WB4UMT 
National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270 
INFO: Clyde, WI3X = (813) 453-7181 
Mar 18/19 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Bivd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
‘ INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
Mar 31/Apr1 Gainesville Alachua County Fairgrounds 
‘ tia SR 24 & SR 222 - At the airport 
- Talk-in on 146.820 
INFO: Bill, K4RDP (904) 454-3105 
Jacksonville | Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
South Lee & West Bay St 
Talk-in: 146.760 
INFO: ?? 
Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd 
Talk-in: 146.850 
INFO: ?? 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! 
PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO 
TO CALL FOR INFO! 
Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL Army MARS Call: 
AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
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Stuart 


Sebring 


Jul 29/30 


Sep 9/10 


Two weeks later, February 17-19, The 1995 ARRL North 
Florida Section Convention will be held in Orlando, sponsored 
by the Orlando Amateur Radio Club. The convention will take 
place at the Central Florida Fairgrounds off Colonial Drive at 
the junction of Pine Hills Rd. 

There will be a DX forum featuring a visit to Peter Is- 
land, the “rarest and most inaccessible spot on the planet” with 
members of the 3YOPI DXpedition crew. Other forums will 
address ARRL happenings, ARES/RACES, DX, microwave, 
packet and more. The Orlando folks are promising MORE of 
everything; exhibitors, swap tables, tailgating. Let’s see if they 
can perform their Orlando Magic. 


Brower - Continued from page 1 


David Sumner, K1ZZ - Executive Vice President 
_ARRL Headquarters - 225 Main St. - Rew ington -T 06111 


“T ask the ARRL to pursue one stenaaldier 
case to Federal Court. I am concerned about the future of 
exterior antennas for amateur radio PPE ratory in. the ponte 
States.” 

This case is ees 
‘the United States. 
The following is 
quarters: 


precedent affecting ALL HAMS. in 


letter sent a ARRL Head- 


David G, Sumner, KIZZ 
,.. Vice President, ARRL 
"684 cae Rd. Coventry, CT 06238 


RE: Hubbard, et ali VS. iprouer 4 DCA CASE No. 93- 
— 00458 Laie CASE No. 90- a15 CA-17 


.* 
et 


Mient David) 


Re ee 


We are writing to express our concern that 
unsuccessful Florida appeal of the above case has set 
ous precedent for all radio amateurs who have an ext 
tenna at their residence and a neighbor who may not like the 

way it looks. The cases ruled that radio transmissions are a 
“noxious and offensive activity” and the appearance of the tower 
_and antenna is an “annoyance and nuisance” to the neighbor- 
hood thus violating the deed restrictions. The deed restrictions 


in our subdivision are silent about external antennas. The. 


issue in this case is the broad interpretation of deed restrictions 
to prohibit amateur radio. 

___ This legal proceeding began in December 1990. During 
the appeal process we'were prohibited from all amateur trans- 
missions from our home for ation of one year and 307 
days. Both of us are Leagu bers, currently accredited 
ARRL Volunteer examiners, and have taught Novice/Techni- 
‘cian licensing classes for the last two. ears. We writea monthly 
column for the local radio club newsle ter, are active inRACES 


_ Lone SKIP SUBMITTALS 


and press releases is listed below. — 

_ You can also submit articles by modem up to 2400 
baud on our toll-free 800 line. Also use the 800 number fo 
story leads, news items and other news-related oe i 
endi e by modem n, please make voice contact first. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
Ro 1280 Sarno Road 
a, Sulte 224 
_ Melbourne, FL 32935 
rele: 242-6993 (local) - 1-800-421-3279 


& ARES activities and were instrumental in the rewrite of 
the local county ordinances to reasonably accommodate ama- 
teur antennas. Amateur radio and the continuance of this great 
activity is very important to us. For the last four years, we 
have defended our Federally licensed rights by using mostly 
personal funds and small contributions by other amateurs and 
clubs. We have reached the point where we can no longer con- 
tinue this legal battle into Federal court without incurring ad- 
ditional debt. We urge the League to pursue this important 
issue into Federal court. The successful outcome will ultimately 
benefit all U.S. amateurs. 

73. 

David K Brower, WA4NST 

Sharon T. Brower, N4XLF 
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Cae es 
: FLORIDA SKIP SUBSCRIPTION FORM f 
| -NEW:___ RENEWAL____ CHANGE INFORMATION 
; O iYEAR- O 2YEARS- O 3 YEARS ; 
ms, $10 $18 $25 
} Name 

H pein \ * ; 
{ cen Ti : 
I State 
'l Zipcode i 


Florida Skip/27 


35th ANNUAL 


TROPICAL HAMBOREE 

YW) AMATEUR RADIO & COMPUTER FAIR 

ARRL HAMFEST OF THE AMERICAS. 
FEBRUARY 4-5, 1995 


DADE COUN / ION 
SW. 112 ) AVENUE &CO | RA L WAY (S. aes ST.) 
MIAMI, FLORIDA 3 
® Sponsored so Dade sl Cluo of Miamigilnc. - bia 


: e TWO ON-SITE LICENSE EXAM SESSIONS ; FIELD ¢ CHECKING FOR DXCC / 
_" @ INTRODUCTION TO AMATEUR RADIO DISPL NTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIC TATIC 
¢ FORUMS ON FCC, AMSAT, ARRL, QCW DITIONS, ANTEN S, PACKET, TR AFFIC, “ARES 
¢ ALTERNATE INTEREST PROGRAMS ON ( 7 RSONAL APPEARANCE, HEALTH NUTRIT 


ON-SITE CAMPING FOR 300 R 


Registration: $5.00 Advank ine Jan. $7.00 Door 
Campsites: 3 days (Fri., Sat., Sun.) $45.0 lays ( i> Sat., Sun.) $60.00 
Swap Tables: $25.00 each* reg. ticket-® F $10,00 per user. 
*CALL OR FAX FOR SWAP SPACE AVAI E SINT 
Prices quoted for tickets, taok 
Headquarters Hotel: Miami Airport Marriott - $70.00 Single, Deuble +: Ta x. Tel. C0 7 649. -5000 - Speak oa to Reservation 
Department and MUST mention ‘Tropical: Hamboree” to get special rate. Deadline Jan. 20, 1995. 
Alternate Hotel: Holiday Inn LeJeune Center - $70.00 Single, Double + Tax 
(Complimentary Drink Coupon upon check-in) — TOLL FREE TEL: 1-800-498-9589. 
Speak to Reservation Dept. and mention “Tropical Hamboree.” Deadline Jan. 20th 


TICKET, CAMP, TABLE PAYMENTS PAYABLE TO: DADE RADIO CLUB OF MIAMI, INC. 


Mail to: Evelyn Gauzens, W4\W/YR, 2780 N.W. 3 St., Miami, FL 33125-5059 
BOOTH & TABLE INQUIRIES: Call 305-642-4139 or Fax: 305-642-1648 


Piggies 


ra 
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